
give a book,
give your self



baby/toddler
Before After by Anne-Margot Ramstein & 
Matthias Aregui, Candlewick Press, $19.99

This is one beautiful concept book! In subtly 
humorous and completely wordless illustrations, 
the artists explore the ’before and after’ of 
various items and situations. A flock of sheep 
becomes a skein of wool, a knitting project 
becomes a youngster’s red hat out in the snow. 
The forest before and after a fire rips through. 
Even the fates of the Three Little Pigs’ building 
strategies come alive in three ‘before and after’ 
spreads. Lots of opportunities for making up 

stories or simply noticing visual differences. With pages sturdy enough 
to be pored over again and again, and illustrations beautiful enough to 
warrant multiple looks!   Collette

A is for app, 
B is for backup, 
C is for coding…

Twenty-two years ago, when Wild Rumpus 
was born, who knew that we were all 
heading into a technological maelstrom?! 
Back then, ‘screen time’ referred to 
television, and I was warned: “Don’t sit too 
close—you’ll ruin your eyes!”

Now, the screen is ubiquitous and a device that I use every day.  
But as much as I admire all of those high-def pixels, there is a 
place in my life where the screen falls short. Reading. Don’t get 
me wrong, I love the efficacy of the short form email and the 
even shorter text message, but reading a book on a screen just 
doesn’t do it for me. Worse, I find that I don’t retain what I’ve 
read on a screen—as if each paragraph is a snapchat that simply 
disappears.

Because of this phenomenon, my appreciation for real, physical 
books has skyrocketed. I love the feel of a book in my hand and 
the visual confirmation that I’m just at 
the beginning, or halfway through or 
only-5-pages-left-so-stay-awake! The 
artistry of the binding, the endpapers 
and even the quality of the paper 
becomes noticeable. As for the 
artwork, it comes alive as it does not 
on a flat screen. There is a sense of 
scale that only works with the actual 
book in your hands.

But here’s the best part: when we share a book, whether by 
reading it aloud or handing it to someone, we’re really sharing a 
part of ourselves. The part of us that is waiting to see or hear or 
feel your reaction. And that is irreplaceable.

Give a book, give your self.

Collette 

My First Library (boxed set) 
by Don Freeman, Watty Piper & Peggy Rathmann, 
Grosset & Dunlap, $23.00

    If you only buy one book this year, make 
it these three books! This cute boxed set 
combines board book versions of three classic 
favorites- The Little Engine That Could, 
Goodnight Gorilla and Corduroy. The perfect 

start to any new baby’s book collection, this trio proves that good things 
really do come in small packages.   Alec

Little Humans by Brandon Stanton, 
Farrar Straus & Giroux, $17.99

      An offshoot of the bestselling book and 
blog Humans of New York, this little gem 
takes pictures of children all over New York 
City and shows them dancing, laughing, 
spending time with their parents, and a 
myriad of other things children partake in all 
over the world. Each individual picture tells 
a special story of that particular child, and 
shows readers that even though they may 
be little, they are all fierce in their own unique way. A lovely book that 
shows the value of individuality, Little Humans is my #1 pick for any little 
human in your life.   Emily



Color for Baby curated by Yana Peel, 
Big Picture Press, $21.99

     This charming collection of four concertina 
board books is a tiny art gallery in your 
pocket. Organized into color collections (red, 
yellow, blue, and green) the pages are filled 
with works by 44 modern and contemporary 
artists such as Yves Klein, Yayoi Kusama, 
and Andy Warhol (to name a few). It’s the 
perfect introduction to colors and shapes for 

babies, with lots for parents to enjoy along the way.  Kari

Work: An Occupational ABC 
by Kellen Hatanaka, Groundwood Books, $16.95

      Minimal fuss, yet solid and strong 
as workers should be—this describes 
Hatanaka’s red clothbound book appealing 
to toddlers and adults alike. Capital letters A 
to Z are precariously placed, all doing their 
job of portraying occupational activities. 
Want Ads give clues for the ‘applicants’ 
who may need more training: 1.This job is a 

walk in the park. 2.Might be the only job that encourages monkey 
business. 3. Saddle up for a career in the fast lane! All in all, Work 
is a well-planned adventure with a twist of guessing game—and a 
brilliant ‘labor of love’!   Ellen

Olivia’s ABC by Ian Falconer, 
Atheneum Books for Young Readers, $7.99

B is for booties! M is for meatballs! W is 
for Warthog! And most importantly…O 
is for Olivia! One of our favorite pigs is 
back in this all-new board book, and 
boy, she sure knows her alphabet! With 
signature illustrations we’ve come to 
know and love, readers are introduced 
to an all-new ABC book incorporating 
many of Olivia’s most favorite things.  
E is for excellent!  Emily

picture

Sam & Dave Dig a Hole by Mac Barnett, 
illustrated by Jon Klassen, Candlewick, $16.99

      The real reward to Mac Barnett and Jon Klassen’s 
latest picture book is the conversations it will start with 
readers young and old. I’ve heard new explanations (or, 
depending on your outlook, theories) for the ending of this 
seemingly straightforward tale with each new reader I share 
it with. Barnett’s text plays the straight man to Klassen’s 

increasingly exasperating illustrations resulting in another gem from this 
creative duo.   Toffer

The Farmer and the Clown by Marla Frazee, 
Beach Lane Books, $17.99

      Yes, this farmer and clown may be wordless, 
but you’ll have such fun putting your own words
to their story. Here are mine: Enter--a red splash 
of a wee clown unexpectedly pops into the brown and grey world of a 
cranky old farmer. Both of their worlds are turned upside down and then 
flipped right-side up by this turn of events! But your little one will find 
comfort in learning how the simple exchange of a hat and the wonder of 
a smile may lead to a lasting friendship...and you thought you were afraid 
of clowns!  Ellen

Kid Sheriff and the Terrible Toads by Bob Shea, 
illustrated by Lane Smith, Roaring Brook Press, $17.99

       Well, tarnation! It would seem the town of 
Drywater Gulch has itself a Toad problem. And 
I ain’t talkin’ about no hop-down-yer-britches, 
croakin’-all-night kind of toad; I’m talkin’ about the 
low-down, no-good, rootin’, tootin’, outlaw Toad 

Brothers. If the town is going to bring these scofflaws to justice, they’re 
going to need a new sheriff. A sheriff who’s tough, fearless, and knows 
a lot about... dinosaurs? Crack open this here book for one heckuva rip-
roarin’, hootin’ n’ hollerin’, paleontological read!     Alec
Sebastian and the Balloon by Philip C. Stead, 
Roaring Brook Press, $17.99

       Sebastian is looking for adventure. One night he 
gathers everything he could ever need and creates 
a balloon out of his Grandma’s afghan. Along the 
way he encounters a very tall bird, shares a pickle 
sandwich with a real bear, and enlists the help of three 
old sisters. Come join Sebastian on the adventure of a 
lifetime.  Julia
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Under the Ocean by Anouck Boisrobert and 
Louis Rigaud, Tate Publishing, $19.95

     My love for this work of pop-up art runs deep. 
An impossible perspective made possible—Plouf! 
Each turn of the page reveals the happenings 
of the ocean above and below the surface. 
Wonderful vertical design, colors rich and textural 
on matte eco-conscious paper, and sparkly 
engineering spring to life a vibrant underwater 
world. Readers of all ages will be thrilled to set 
sail aboard Océano across the seven seas of 
these spreads. Jesse

picture

Fox’s Garden by Princesse Camcam, 
Enchanted Lion, $14.95

    On a cold and snowy night, a 
beautiful fox finds her way into a small 
village, seeking shelter for an important 
night. After several unkind faces turn 
her away, she eventually finds refuge 
in a warm greenhouse. A young boy 

finds her, and shows her simple kindness, which she returns 
with an unexpected and beautiful gift. This wordless book is composed 
of delicate paper cut illustrations, which seem to rise ever so slightly from 
the page, giving this beautiful story a warm glow, and a new life of its 
own.   Heather

The Memory of an Elephant: An Unforgettable Journey 
by Sophie Strady, illustrated by Jean-Francois Martin, Chronicle, $18.99

       Tiny fashionistas, foodies and modern 
furniture lovers will all find something to 
fascinate them between the pages of this 
oversized picture book. The narrative follows 
Marcel, an elephant of indeterminate age, 
through his day (waking up, eating breakfast, 
bathing, getting dressed, etc.) until the 
thread comes undone and the story slips 
from one memory to another. Interrupting 
this main story are well designed full page 
spreads presenting fun trivia connected to the 
narrative. The mid-century design emphasis 
makes this an inspiring gift for any hip, young 
designer-in-training.  Toffer

picture

The Mitten String by Jennifer Rosner, 
illustrated by Kristina Swarner, Random House, $17.99

     Ruthie Tober’s family owns a sheep farm known to 
produce the fluffiest wool in all of the surrounding towns. 
After helping turn the wool into yarn, Ruthie knits mittens, 
enough for her family and for the village children. Inspired 
by a young deaf mother who ties a blue string from her 
wrist to her baby’s wrist so that she would wake up if the 
baby fusses during the night, Ruthie figures out a way to 
keep mittens from getting lost and little hands from getting cold. A warm 
story which is enhanced by Swarner’s illustrations.   Jean

Telephone by Mac Barnett, illustrated by Jen Corace, 
Chronicle, $16.99

    Upon learning the premise of Telephone (it’s based 
on the popular children’s game of the same name), 
one might assume it would be easy to dismiss. But 
no! Barnett and Corace pull off the premise with such verve and depth 
that it easily rises above mere gimmick. From Barnett’s zany, energetic 
text to Corace’s vibrant watercolor illustrations, Telephone should have no 
problem finding its way into regular storytime rotation.  Toffer

Skippyjon Jones: Snow What by Judy Schachner, 
Dial Books, $17.99

    On a cold winter’s eve, Skippy and his sisters come 
inside to drink hot catnip cocoa with ‘mousemallows’. 
When the girls choose Snow White for a bedtime 
story, Skippy stomps off to his room to imagine his 
own version. With the help of his chihuahua pals, 

Los Chimichangos, he is conscripted into the story of ‘Snow What’, the 
chihuahua version of the old folk tale. This book comes with a CD version 
spoken (and sung) by the author. Personal aside: I’m pretty sure that the 
character of Poquito Tito, the smallest of the small ones, is based on my 
dog Trowser. (If I’m wrong, don’t tell me!)     Collette

The Lonely Typewriter by Peter Ackerman, 
illustrated by Max Dalton, David R. Godine Publisher, $16.95

     After an illustrious career, a typewriter is relegated to 
the attic when computers come onto the scene. It grows 
lonelier and lonelier, until one day, the family computer 
breaks, leaving Pablo with no way to type his school 

paper. Typewriter to the rescue! With no screen, no cords, and no batteries, 
the typewriter amazes young Pablo, earning it a permanent place on his 
desk. Cool retro illustrations fit this charming story perfectly.    Drew



beginning readers

Benny and Penny in Lost and Found! by Geoffrey Hayes, 
Toon Books, $12.95

     Brother and sister mice Benny and Penny are back 
in an all new graphic adventure! When they become lost 
while searching for Benny’s hat in the woods, they’ll have to 
overcome both their fears and their differences in order to find 
their way home. Relatable characters and easy-to-grasp text 
make this a great book for any young reader, especially those 
with a bossy older brother or whiny little sister!   Alec

Tales of Bunjitsu Bunny by John Himmelman, 
Henry Holt and Company, $13.99

    Isabel is the best bunjitsu artist in her school. But, as 
she is challenged to enter a locked classroom (go through 
an open window!), or defeat an angry wave (float with it!), 
Isabel’s smart thinking proves to be even more essential 
than her strong kicking. With its brief, humor-filled chapters 
and action-packed illustrations, this book is sure to delight aspiring readers 
and bunjitsu masters alike!    Katie

Farm Days by William Wegman, Penguin Young Readers, $3.99

    City “boy” Chip visits his country cousins in this easy 
reader from William Wegman, the artist best known for 
his bizarre photos of Weimaraners dressed as people 
(complete with human hands). Chip learns the four W’s 
of farm life: Water, Weed, Wait and Whatever. He also 
learns that farming is hard, especially when your cousins 
are happy to watch you work while they go off to fish and 
relax. Farm Days is filled with dead pan humor that adults 
will enjoy, and photos that kids will find hysterically silly.      
Drew

Leroy Ninker Saddles Up by Kate DiCamillo, 
illustrated by Chris Van Dusen, Candlewick Press, $12.99

     Leroy Ninker dreams of being a real cowboy. He’s got 
the lasso, the boots and the yippie-i-oh attitude…but he’s all 
hat with no horse. When he gets a lead on a horse for sale, 
he sets out to make his dream a reality. Here’s the reality of 
Maybelline: she’s a horse who loves compliments (the more 
flowery and poetic, the better), who eats a lot of grub (they 
all do, trust me), and who can’t stand to be left alone (this is 

where the trouble starts). A cowboy’s loyalty, a horse’s trust and the power 
of beautiful words make Leroy Ninker a real winner. Yippie-i-oh!   Collette

Mr. Frank by Irene Luxbacher, 
Groundwood Books, $16.95

      Let me introduce myself. I am Mr. Frank 
and I have measured, cut, constructed, 
stitched, designed, patched and hemmed 
for over fifty years. I am a tailor, of course! 
There have been many stylish fashions, and 
the fabrics—oh, the fabrics—so special. 
But I now have an order which needs to 
be a work of art. It must be the perfect 
complement to the most perfect person. 
After all, he is the dearest to my heart! Have 
you guessed who this may be? Take a peek 
into my shop and see for yourself!  Ellen

Happy Birthday, Madame Chapeau 
by Andrea Beaty, illustrated by David Roberts,
 Abrams Books for Young Readers, $16.95

      J’adore ce livre. Madame Chapeau is a milliner 
extraordinaire. But as Madame designs and 
creates a special hat for everyone, she spends 
her evenings alone. A gust of wind blows off 
Madame’s birthday bonnet and as she runs 
through town chasing it, she is offered hats at 
every turn by everyone she passes. A young girl 
who knits a special hat for Madame saves the day 
with an amazing replacement. And as a birthday bonus, while chasing 
her wayward chapeau, Madame makes an extraordinary number of 
new friends and never dines alone again. Bravo! Les illustrations sont 
fantastiques!  Jean

picture
Gaston by Kelly DiPucchio, 
illustrated by Christian Robinson, 
Atheneum Books for Young Readers, $16.99

      Although Gaston the puppy may not look 
like his poodle sisters, he works harder than any 
other bulldog to be prim and proper, just like the 
rest of his family. When a chance encounter at 
the park introduces Gaston to a family of dogs 

that look just like him, our hero must make a decision. 
Would Gaston rather stay with this new family of tough bulldogs, or go 
back to his life of fancy with the poodles? An amusing read-aloud that 
highlights the importance of family and individuality, Gaston is one canine 
sure to impress even the most brutish of readers.  Emily



The Witch’s Boy by Kelly Barnhill, Algonquin Books, $16.95

     Alas, it is generally agreed that Ned is not quite as 
wonderful as his twin brother Tam, who drowned in the 
river. Some say that the wrong boy lived. But when Ned is 
made keeper of an unruly clay pot full of magic, this “wrong” 
boy will have more to overcome than the town’s prejudice. 
Professional bandits who are trying to kill him, for example. 
Talking rocks. Rogue wolves. And then there’s the Bandit 
King’s daughter, with whom Ned has formed a shaky and 
mysterious alliance. The Witch’s Boy is high adventure, masterfully told and 
full of truth and charm.     Kari

Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodson, 
Nancy Paulsen Books, $16.99

    At Wild Rumpus, we often try to predict which books 
will be award winners. This is my pick for the Newbery. 
Woodson’s free verse deftly intertwines her experiences 
growing up in the complicated racial landscape of the late 
1960s and early 1970s with memories of an otherwise-
ordinary childhood: first best friendship, loss of a beloved 
grandparent, and the dream of turning a love of words into something 
tangible. This book is required reading for anyone who has ever 
wondered how a person becomes a writer.   Katie

El Deafo by Cece Bell, Amulet Books, $10.95

    Cece just wants to fit in, but wearing a hearing aid—a 
box that hangs around her neck—doesn’t make it easy. It’s 
bulky, awkward and embarrassing. But when she discovers 
the Phonic Ear’s unique capabilities (no spoilers!), El 
Deafo is born. Cece’s alter ego has super hearing powers, 
enough bravery and confidence to stick up for herself, and 
a True Friend (the ultimate sidekick). Funny, touching, and 
relatable, Cece’s story gives real insight into how one rabbit 

learns to navigate a world without sound.   Katie

The Zoo at the Edge of the World by Eric Kahn Gale, 
Balzer + Bray/Harperteen, $16.99

     Young Marlin lives with his famous explorer father and 
older brother in the Zoo at the Edge of the World, a zoo/resort 
in the heart of the jungle of Guiana that hosts the wealthy 
from all over the world. While Marlin is tormented daily by 
his brother because of a severe stutter, he finds his place 
amongst the animals at the zoo, and finds his life forever changed when his 
father brings back a black jaguar. After a magical encounter, everything he 
believed about his life and family is thrown into chaos, and Marlin must find a 
voice of his own.   Kristen

Iron Trial by Holly Black & Cassandra Clare, 
Scholastic Press, $17.99

    Attention, all Harry Potter and Percy Jackson fans! For your 
next reading pleasure we present Magisterium: a thrilling new 
series about Callum Hunt, an ordinary kid with magical abilities 
who attends a special school to learn how to use his powers; 
makes new friends and antagonizes enemies; and reluctantly 
discovers his own fate. The gist of this story may be familiar, 

but the details of Call’s world are uniquely imagined, and the twist at the end 
turns the whole genre upside down. Welcome to your new obsession!  Katie

intermediate intermediate

The Fourteenth Goldfish by Jennifer Holm, Random House, $16.99

     Ellie’s eleventh year proves to be the one when she falls 
in love…with discovery. Science fiction becomes reality as 
Grandpa Melvin enters her life in a teenager’s body with a 
seventy-six year old brain. Surely, this is science gone wrong! 
Is Ellie’s growing up and Grandpa’s growing old all so terrible? 
Whatever happened to the normal cycle of life? Discover with 
Ellie the drama in science, the passion in believing in the 
possible and the antics of a feisty grandfather who happens to 

believe in the fountain of youth. Footnote: Goldfish are short-lived.   Ellen

The Turtle of Oman by Naomi Shihab Nye, Greenwillow Books, $16.99

     Aref has spent his whole life in Oman, and when his 
parents are accepted to a doctorate program in Michigan, 
he does not want to leave the comforting sights and 
sounds of home. His last week at home is a quietly 
beautiful homage to Oman, filled with a journey to a camp 
in the desert under the stars, a visit to see sea turtles, 
and a fishing trip, all with his beloved grandfather, Sidi. 
Through it all Aref finds the courage he needs to start his 
new adventure. A lovely book!!   Kristen

Frank Einstein & the Antimatter Motor by Jon Scieszka, 
illustrated by Brian Biggs, Amulet Books, $13.95

     Jon Scieszka is a great storyteller—just browse 
his picture books or his books for beginning readers. 
In this, his latest book, the narrative is brimming with 
science references and puns, while still providing a 
healthy dose of literary awesomeness. Who else can 
make the concept of antimatter understandable to a fifth 
grader in just a few pages, through characters gushing 
over Professor Poopypants from Captain Underpants? 
Eminently readable and enjoyable!   Toffer



Say What You Will by Cammie McGovern, 
Harper Teen, $17.99

    As someone with a disability (albeit invisible), I am 
always both nervous and excited when I find characters 
with disabilities. There are not enough of them, and 
those that exist are too often used as emotional fodder 
or put on a pedestal, like one-dimensional lessons. Amy 
and Matt are no fodder. They are real characters, fully 
developed, and their disabilities inform who they are, 
just as our families, histories, and circumstances always 

inform who we are. Theirs is a typical teen story: they have an “odd couple” 
friendship in which they discover that they are more similar than different, 
that they both have stuff to work on, and that it is just nicer, sometimes, 
to have a partner to help figure things out. And while their story is familiar, 
it also had me engrossed and wondering through twists and turns, and 
ultimately left me glad to have known them. Highly recommended.    Drew

Poisoned Apples: Poems for You, My Pretty 
by Christine Hepperman, Greenwillow Books, $17.99

     In a world hellbent on telling girls how to live 
happily ever after—or else—this incisive collection 
of feminist poems tells an altogether different 
story. Fairy tale motifs are used to question and 
deconstruct the various wolves modern teenage 
girls encounter—eating disorders, body image 
issues, conflicted relationships. Dark and light 
exist side by side in these unique poems that 
radiate a kind of inner power and echo the truth 
of  Mary McCarthy’s famous line: “We are the 
hero of our own story.”     Kari

Belzhar by Meg Wolitzer, 
Dutton Children’s Books, $17.99

     Jam Gallahue had everything: great friends, a 
loving family, and an adorable British boyfriend, 
Reeve. Never would she have imagined that a 
year later she would end up at the Wooden Barn, 
a therapeutic boarding school, after the loss 
of her boyfriend. Jam is devastated, but when 
a journal assignment in her class takes her to 
another world called Belzhar, she is reunited 
with Reeve. Throughout the pages things grow 
complicated. How will life change once the pages 
of the journal are full?    Julia

100 Sideways Miles by Andrew Smith, 
Simon & Schuster, $17.99

    Finn is a 16 year old who feels trapped in someone 
else’s story. A freak accident involving a falling horse 
has left him injured and his mother dead, and his 
father has written Finn, with his unique surgery scar 
and epilepsy, into a sci-fi book that has become a 
cult favorite. Now he has two things going for him: 
his best friend, the ridiculous Cade Hernandez, and 
his new girlfriend, the smart and witty Julia Bishop. When Julia moves 
away, Finn and Cade embark on a college-fact-finding journey, and 
unforseen events force Finn to finally write his own story. Full of humor 
and absurd situations that manage to feel genuine, this is a truly original 
book. Andrew Smith continues to impress me with his ability to create 
excruciatingly honest characters and stories that seem simultaneously 
surreal and believable.    Drew

Jackaby by William Ritter, 
Algonquin Books, $16.95

     With the unique ability to see supernatural 
beings (think decades-old Irish banshees, 
goblins that live under bridges, etc.), R.F. 
Jackaby isn’t your average detective. Young 
Abigail Rook finds this out rather abruptly, 
as she is swept up into the exciting and 
dangerous life as Jackaby’s new assistant. 
When a string of murders breaks out in a small 
New England town, Abigail and Jackaby must 
work together to look for the culprit, who, as it 
turns out, may not be entirely human.   Emily

advanced advanced

The Accidental Highwayman by Ben Tripp, 
Tor Books, $17.99

     Kit Bristol is unknowingly the servant of one of 
the most infamous highwaymen in
England. Upon his master’s sudden death, Kit 
makes the frantic decision to wear his
master’s clothes and ride off on his master’s 
equally infamous black horse, not realizing 
that this marks the beginning of a fantastical 
journey full of witches, goblins, and, of course, 
a fairy princess. An adventure story teeming 
with magic, humor, and romance that is sure to 
appeal to fantasy lovers.    Kristen



Dogface by Barbara O’Brien, Penguin, $16.00

    Dogs! Dogs, dogs, dogs! Big dogs, little dogs, 
happy dogs, sleepy dogs: all seem to leap from the 
pages in this stunning new book of dog portraits 
from photographer Barbara O’Brien. You’ll have a 
“ruff” time finding a better book for the dog lover in 
your life! This is one “face book” that’s worth your 
attention! I give it a k-NINE out of 10.    Alec

1000 Dot-to-Dot Cities by Thomas Pavitte, 
Thunder Bay Press, $14.95

1000 Dot-to-Dot Animals by Thomas Pavitte, 
Thunder Bay Press, $14.95

   Forget the dot-to-dot pictures from paper place 
mats at diners. The hidden drawings within brim with 

complex arrays of numbers, just 
waiting to form the lines of majestic 
animals and vibrant cityscapes. Connectors will no 
doubt practice the arts of concentration and cognition 
while meditating over these dots. Each stylized 
conception is perforated for removal and deserves 
more than a magnet on the fridge. Before long all 
twenty may inspire an impromptu living room gallery, 
for they require a good step back to fully appreciate. 
To put a fine point on it, herein is a totally cool 
activity for snowy days.  Jesse

gift
What If? Serious Scientific Answers to Absurd 
Hypothetical Questions by Randall Munroe, 
Houghton Mifflin, $24.00

     What if the earth stopped spinning? Or you pitched a 
baseball at 90% of the speed of light? And for those days 
when you’re just too lazy to cook, what height do you 
have to drop a steak from in order for it to be cooked when it reaches the 
ground? Randall Munroe has answers. Featuring the best of his popular 
webcomic xkcd, plus 51%(!) totally new content, this mind-bending volume 
is perfect for inquiring minds everywhere. And, FYI: make sure you drop 
that steak from a suborbital rocket. You’re welcome.    Kari

By the Book edited by Pamela Paul, Henry Holt, $28.00

    Sixty five authors, celebrities, musicians and scholars 
answer questions like: what book is on your night stand 
now?; what were your favorite books as a child?; if you 
could require the president to read one book, what would 
it be? Very interesting and revealing—people who I didn’t 
think read at all have inspired me to read their favorites and 
I’ve discovered several new authors! Put David Sedaris 

and Dave Eggers in the same book with John Grisham, and you’ve got an 
education! Required reading for anyone who loves books and people. And 
that’s all of us, right?  Collette

Animalium by Jenny Broom, 
illustrated by Katie Scott, Big Picture Press, $35.00

    A trip to the Museum of Natural History 
or a step into the pages of Animalium, both 
experiences to savor. The galleries of this 
volume are treasure troves of evolutionary 
curiosities forever open for perusing to 
your heart’s content. Everything about this 
book is tremendous: its size, its design, its 
concept. Museum goers will wonder at Scott’s 
exquisite pen-and-ink plates of species 
examples. Broom’s grand approach to the 
animal kingdom we know is quite simply 
exciting. Animalium is a place of interest not 
to be missed.  Jesse

adult

Kaleidoscopia! by Carolyn Bennett, Workman, $24.95

    Oh how long I’ve admired ‘the girl with 
kaleidoscope eyes’. There is something magical 
about this art form, and this kit makes it accessible 
to everyone. Give this to the science geek as 
there are loads of physics experiments involved…
but then, give it to the artist and get a completely 
different reaction. Whoever ends up with this gift 
will have 28 projects to try, and the physics behind 
every one. A lost art, found.  Collette

Stone Mattress: Nine Tales by Margaret Atwood, 
Nan A. Talese, $25.95

     These short stories are like the bedtime stories you’d wish 
to read about the stranger you pass on the street. The warm 
but still distant characters are woven together in fantastical 
ways. Atwood’s sharp and peculiar wit touches on the theme 
of aging, and the trail left behind from a person’s actions in 
their world. The stories are written like tales, and most of 
the characters have wicked tendencies that are reminiscent 
of a Grimm’s fairytale. If you enjoy the thrill of danger with a touch of 
sweetness, this collection is the perfect escape.     Leah
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   M
ost books are intended to be 

read front to back, in a very orderly 
m

anner. U
sually, the reader “gets 

into” a book and if it’s a good one, 
m

ay have trouble putting it dow
n. 

B
ut this one is a grand exception—

its form
at breaks 

all literary conventions. It contains a series of 
illustrated activities each w

ith unique “rules”, and 
requires the use of various m

aterials, tools, foods 
and in one (yup!) a sm

all plug-in appliance. A
dopt 

the U
nbored’s G

am
e O

n! M
anifesto and em

brace 
your inner gam

er! H
acking encouraged. G

am
e on!

Tom


