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This is Music: Drums 
Rekha S. Rajan, illustrated by Tania Yakunova,
Rise X Penguin Workshop, $9.99

You can really hear the drum beats radiating off of this 
cute board book! The sounds of different drums echoing 
off each page and learning about different types of 
objects that can act as drums is a treat to read about! 
From bongos, tablas, and tambourines, to instruments 
like a slide and your tummy. Almost anything can be a 
drum! Mayah

The Wolf Suit by Sid Sharp is a 
cautionary tale. Our protagonist is a savvy 
sheep named Bellwether who lives a solitary 
life in his cottage just outside of the forest. 
When he realizes that he is almost out of 
blackberries, “running perilously low,” he 
reasons that he can easily get more in the 
forest. But, he has heard wolves howling 
from the forest and he’s terrified of becoming 
their next meal. Having tried (and failed) to 
conquer his fear, he comes up with a plan 

to use his “impeccable crafting skills” to create a realistic wolf suit. Once 
completed, “instead of himself, he was someone else.” Emboldened 
in his disguise he sets out to pick berries. Predictably, he runs into the 
wolves who politely introduce themselves, welcome him as the new wolf 
to the forest, and invite him to a wolf gathering happening later that night. 
Nervously, Bellwether accepts the invitation and they agree to meet 
later. He notices that his wolf suit is starting to come apart at the seam 
but figures he might as well get those blackberries. After encountering 
brambles, sticks, moths and bad timing he’s back with the wolves in a 
now tattered wolf suit that continues to unravel. Until: “Bellwether…are 
you a sheep?” His cover is blown and he is prepared to meet his doom. 
Until: no, I’m not going to spoil it. Suffice it to say there are no sheep 
eaten in this story.

For the past 30 years I have had the great good fortune to wear a 
“bookseller suit.” The time has come for me to hang up the suit and join 
you on the other side of the sales counter! Thank you for your excellent 
patronage—it has not gone unnoticed. 

Yours in books,
Collette

Buyer’s Guide cover art by Heather Albinson

baby & toddler

The Thank You Book 
Mary Lyn Ray, illustrated by Stephanie Graegin,
Clarion Books, $5.99

In this heartwarming new bilingual board book, 
Ray teaches kids the importance of being grateful. 
Although the target audience is aimed for children, 
this book will serve as a reminder to people of all 
ages to say “thank you” and be appreciative of what 
you have. Graegin’s adorable illustrations give this 
book a delightful warm feeling that’s perfect for these 
long winter days ahead. Jess

Big Green Garage 
Jen Arena, illustrated by Mike Dutton, Chronicle Books, $19.99

Open up the big green garage and get to work!
This interactive wonder celebrates the art of car 
maintenance, featuring rhythmic text and lively 
illustrations. Loaded with unique flaps and tabs, little 
vehicle lovers will feel like they are in on the action, 
working right alongside the mechanics. Everyone will 
want to spend the day in the big green garage, where 
even the cars have fun! Beth

The Wolf Suit
Sid Sharp, Annick Press, $19.99 

I’m Thinking of a Pet 
by Adam and Charlotte Guillain, illustrated by Lucia Gaggiotti, 
Candlewick Press, $9.99

This fun flap book is great for littles who know 
their animals and would love to play a guessing 
game. Taking place outdoors and inside, this book 
is a mix of I Spy and riddles, with the answers all 
being different pets. With rhyming clues on which 
animal you’re finding, it’s sure to keep young ones 
entertained and wanting more riddles! Mayah
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picturebaby & toddler
Do You Want a Hug? 
Olivia Cosneau, illustrated by Bernard Duisit,
Thames & Hudson, $14.95

Do You Want a Hug? is a charming lift-the-flap/
pop-up book that demonstrates the adorable 
way different animals show affection in the wild. 
Using the interactive pages, you’ll see penguins, 
meerkats, and giraffes giving their sweet hugs 
to their own families. I immediately snapped this 
book up to give to my toddler niece when I saw 
it in the store. She loves pulling the tabs and 
making the animals move! Anna

Grandma’s Tiny House 
JaNay Brown-Wood, illustrated by Priscilla Burris, 
Charlesbridge Publishing, $6.99

You know that moment when you’re with your 
family for the holidays? There are way too 
many people packed into too small of a room 
together, but you don’t mind, because it’s cozy 
and warm, and you can smell your favorite 
dishes cooking in the kitchen, and everyone’s 
conversations are overlapping to create a 
happy cacophony of sound that washes over 
you. This adorable counting book makes me 
feel like that. My favorite thing about this book 
is that it celebrates old traditions, while making 
room for new ones as well. Bo

Good Night, Little Bookstore 
by Amy Cherrix, illustrated by E.B. Goodale,
Candlewick Press, $17.99

I may be biased, but I think this is the best good night 
book ever written. Cherrix and Goodale have created 
the coziest bedtime book all about saying good night 
to the local bookstore. Pick out your last book, say 
nighty-night to the bookstore cats, and snuggle up 
in bed. Dream of your next visit to your independent 
bookstore—we’re all hoping it’s Wild Rumpus! Anna 

One Sky 
Aaron Becker, Candlewick Studio, $17.99

This graceful and simple board book shows 
the wonders of the sky from dawn to dusk with 
beautiful colors of amber, gold, purple, while 
simple black strokes wrap around the pages, 
signifying stained glass window outlines. Shared 
thoughts wander the pages for different times 
of day, and provide us with a sense of oneness. 
We all share the same sky. This book is perfect 
for an early story to set the tone for the day or a 
soothing bedtime story. Mayah

Patchwork 
Matt de la Peña, illustrated by Corinna Luyken, G.P. Putnam’s 
Sons Books for Young Readers, $18.99

This book is a beautiful work of art that indicates 
that we can be anything we want to be. It’s a lovely 
reminder of how much we evolve and grow over 
time. In the end, we are all just parts of one another, 
and that, in itself, is beautiful. This would be the 
perfect gift for parents of a new baby or a senior 
heading off to start their new journey. Jess

Still This Love Goes On 
Buffy Sainte-Marie, illustrated by Julie Flett,
Greystone Kids, $18.95

Based on indigenous songwriter Buffy Sainte-
Marie’s song by the same name, and with beautiful 
illustrations by Cree-Métis illustrator Julie Flett, 
this book reads as a love letter to the land, and a 
heartbreaking oath to the people and places we 
love most, to see them again, no matter what. I 
love the sheet music included in this book. It really 
adds to the immersive, sensory experience this 
book provides. Bo

Beginning 
Shelley Moore Thomas, illustrated by Melissa Castrillon, 
Paula Wiseman Books, $18.99

Change is hard, especially when you’re a 
toddler! This peaceful gem highlights some 
of nature’s changes, such as a caterpillar 
becoming a butterfly; yet we also get a gentle 
reminder that as journeys come to an end 
each day, new adventures are right around the 
corner. Psst...“when this book ends, your story 
begins.” Beth
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Where We Come From 
Diane Wilson, Sun Yung Shin, Shannon Gibney, and John Coy, 
illustrated by Dion MBD, Carolrhoda Books, $18.99

We all come from many places and our stories 
have many differences, but there are also so many 
similarities. We all want things like kindness and 
safety. This beautiful, collaboratively-written picture 
book celebrates the similarities and differences 
of our stories. While told in four voices, it never 
becomes confusing, each voice harmonizing with 
the others. Dion MBD’s exquisite illustrations 
demand close looks and many revisits. Timothy

picturepicture
Meanwhile Back on Earth…Finding Our 
Place Through Space and Time 
Oliver Jeffers, Philomel Books, $24.99

Strap on your helmets and prepare for take-off as 
Jeffers takes us on a lesson through time and space! 
As we travel to different parts of our solar system we 
learn what happened in that same amount of time 
years ago on planet Earth. This book is full of fun 
facts that will have kids wanting to learn about the real 
history of where we come from. Jess

local authors

Farmhouse 
Sophie Blackall, Little, Brown Books for Young Readers, $18.99

Sophie Blackall never misses, and her latest gorgeous 
picture book is no exception. Based on a real 
farmhouse where she found mementos and pieced 
together information about the family that once lived 
there, Blackall has woven together the coziest quilt 
of memories, found objects, stories, and nostalgia 
for another time. This book feels like a cottage-core 
collage come to brilliant life. Bo

Beatrice Likes the Dark 
April Genevieve Tucholke, illustrated by Khoa Le, 
Algonquin Young Readers, $18.95 

At first glance, this beautifully illustrated picture 
book may seem like a spooky story, but really it’s 
describing the differences between two sisters: 
Roo and Beatrice. Beatrice loves the dark, black 
cats, and everything spooky while Roo loves 
balloons, colors, and everything light. The two 
don’t understand each other, but sometimes 
siblings can like different things and that’s 
okay. A great gift for those who have trouble 
understanding their siblings but know that they 
love each other just the same and that trying new 
things is good. Mayah

Mouse’s Wood: A Year in Nature 
Alice Melvin, Thames & Hudson, $19.95

Follow Mouse through the forest as he visits his 
friends through each changing season! Lift paper 
flaps to take a look into each woodland critter’s 
dwelling, each more cozy and adorable than the 
last. If you’re like me, all you’ve ever wanted was to 
live in a walkable community, surrounded by nature 
and friendly neighbors who stop in for a cup of tea. 
In Mouse’s Wood, you can finally live that fantasy. 
I’ve never been more jealous of a mouse wearing a 
sweater in my life. Bo 

The Twilight Library
Carmen Oliver, illustrated by Miren Asiain Lora,
NorthSouth Books, $18.95

“Come, come, come my friends, let me spin, spin you 
a story.” While the night librarian spins a story, we step 
into an exquisite world full of color, life, and little critters. 
Oliver and Lora have created the best bedtime story full 
of remarkable illustrations that will have you wanting to 
close your eyes and imagine being in this cozy sphere. 
This is definitely one library you’ll be wanting to visit 
time and time again. Jess One Winter Up North

John Owens, University of Minnesota Press, $17.95

Take a peaceful walk through this wordless 
picture book that perfectly portrays a weekend 
adventure in the magical winter wonderland 
of Minnesota’s Boundary Waters that are iced 
over. Snowshoeing, ice fishing, and finding the 
many wolf, moose, and small animal tracks 
left in the snow while bundling up with some 
hot chocolate is perfectly displayed in this 
quiet, comforting book. Mayah
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The Cosmic Adventures of Astrid and Stella
Sabrina Moyle, illustrated by Eunice Moyle, Harry N. Abrams, $12.99

The Moyle sisters wow us again in their first ever 
beginner series! Join Astrid the unicorn and Stella the 
flying squirrel as they zoom through space on the Friend 
Ship to “planuts” like Caturn and Bloop, where they meet 
colorful pals and solve silly setbacks. Don’t worry, we 
will be taking lots of snack attacks and dance breaks 
along the way. This goofy duo shows how fun it is to be 
a good friend. I can’t wait for more adventures! Beth 

Anisa’s International Day 
Reem Faruqi, HarperCollins, $16.99

Anisa’s class decides to have an International Day and 
she has the PERFECT idea on what to bring, but what 
happens when another classmate has the same idea? 
Join Anisa as she works to problem solve an ingenious 
idea that will blow everyone away! Be sure to read until 
the very end for some yummy recipes and fun activities 
that the book mentions. Jess

The Door of No Return  
Kwame Alexander, Little, Brown & Company, $17.99

While technically historical fiction, this novel in verse 
reads almost like a fantasy, filled with rich storytelling and 
folklore. It is a coming-of-age story that is both beautiful and 
heartbreaking. Young Kofi is so full of love and resilience 
that readers will find an instant attachment to him and his 
family. I am amazed at Alexander’s ability to say so much 
with such a small amount of words, and am eagerly awaiting 
the rest of this trilogy. Anna

intermediate
A Rover’s Story
Jasmine Warga, Balzer & Bray, $17.99

I truly never thought I would become emotionally 
attached to a Mars rover, yet here we are. Jasmine 
Warga has gifted her characters, human and inanimate 
alike, with spirits that inspire hope. This Wild Robot-
esque tale of courage and connection will captivate the 
whole family, especially the space and science lovers. 
Grab the tissues (happy tears, don’t worry) and get 
ready to cheer Resilience on! Beth

Shark Princess 
by Nidhi Chanani, Viking Books for Young Readers, $12.99

Join Kitana, the first and only Shark Princess, on her 
undersea adventures with her friend Mack. They both 
want to be princesses, but Mack is worried he can’t be 
royalty because of his sharp teeth and his allergies. 
Kitana teaches him that anyone can be a princess 
because we are all writing our own story, which I think 
is beautiful. Funny that empowering lessons for young 
readers can come from the mouth of a whale shark… 
Anna 

Sir Callie and the Champions of Helston 
Esme Symes-Smith, Labyrinth Road, $17.99

In this tale of magic, dragons, witches and knights, what 
I found most magical of all was the immersive nature 
of Callie’s narrative. I truly felt their gut-wrenching pain 
of being seen as something they’re not in a society of 
strict gender roles, and their euphoria of finding friends 
who see and love them exactly as they are. Make no 
mistake: Callie’s not a girl—they’re a squire. This is a fun, 
heartwarming, and important book. Bo

beginning readers
Oh, Sal 
Kevin Henkes, Greenwillow Books, $16.99

This cute, beginner story stars 4-year-old Sal, who just 
welcomed a new baby sister. The adjustment is already 
tough for Sal and is even more difficult with her annoying 
older brother, unfamiliar uncle visiting, and the devastating 
loss of her favorite pair of underwear. As Sal and her 
family spend time together searching for her underwear 
and for the new baby’s name, she realizes that there is 
plenty of love to go around and being a big sister might 

not be so bad after all. Tori 

The Last Beekeeper 
Pablo Cartaya, HarperCollins, $16.99

The Last Beekeeper is a middle-grade dystopian 
novel set in a future that has been ravaged by climate 
disasters. Yolanda has spent her life longing to work 
with technology in the city, but when her own future 
relies on earning more money, she must find a way 
to make her family’s farm more profitable. The book 
touches on climate inaction and societal inequality 
while being filled with interesting world-building and 
technology. This one is a can’t miss. Anna
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graphic novels

The Tryout 
Christina Soontornvat, illustrated by Joanna Cacao,  
Graphix, $12.99

Soontornvat’s debut graphic novel is one that you 
don’t want to miss. It’s relatable, funny, and just so 
charming. Middle school is already hard enough 
but when you add in friendship troubles and trying 
to find yourself it gets even harder. Soontornvat 
does a wonderful job of highlighting how we can 
choose to either grow apart from our friends or 
learn how to grow together. Jess

Frizzy 
by Claribel A. Ortega, illustrated by Rose Bousamra,
First Second, $12.99

Marlene has a problem. Every weekend her 
mother drags her to the salon, and Marlene 
hates it. Marlene doesn’t see why her curls 
are a problem, or why her hair isn’t “good” or 
“presentable.” She’d much rather spend time with 
her best friend, Camila, or with her cool Tía Ruby. 
With their help, Marlene learns to appreciate and 
love her natural hair and challenge her mother’s 
ingrained, learned beliefs about their hair. Jenna

young adult

The Flamingo
Guojing, Random House Studio, $18.99

Using almost no text, Guojing’s beautiful and 
extraordinarily expressive art pulls the story along 
in this short but affecting graphic novel. A young 
girl visits her Lao Lao, who tells the girl a story 
about a flamingo feather and the bird it’s from. 
Lao Lao’s story is about the necessity of letting 
go of beautiful things, but The Flamingo is about 
how imagination can keep us close to the ones 
we love. Timothy

The Whispering Dark
Kelly Andrew, Scholastic Press, $19.99

Delaney has been deaf since she was four and she’s 
tired of being seen as fragile because of it. When she 
gets accepted to a prestigious college that deals with 
the paranormal, she feels it’s her chance to prove she 
is not made of glass. This book is dripping with dark 
academia and ghosts, and has just the perfect sprinkling 
of romance. I thoroughly enjoyed the author’s beautiful 
writing juxtaposed with the darkness of the plot. Anna

The Sunbearer Trials
Aiden Thomas, Feiwel & Friends, $18.99

Ready to step into an epic fantasy world of gods and 
semidioses inspired by the ancient Mexican pantheon, with 
an entirely brown, Black, and predominately queer cast of 
characters? In this Hunger Games meets Percy Jackson 
adventure, kind-hearted troublemaker Teo and his friends 
face fierce competition, attraction blooms in unexpected 
places, and dark forces lurk behind the scenes. Jenna

A Scatter of Light 
Malinda Lo, Dutton Books for Young Readers, $18.99

Aria isn’t pleased when her summer plans are upended, but 
her time in California will change her irrevocably. One dyke 
march, some parties, and a few movie nights later—Aria 
experiences the whirlwind immersion into SanFran’s queer 
scene a baby gay can only dream of. But what happens 
when your gay awakening is already in a relationship? Filled 
with the vulnerability of discovery, the mystery of art, and 
the science of stars, this is an unforgettable novel about 
beginnings, endings and everything in between. Jenna

Rust in the Root 
Justina Ireland, Balzer & Bray, $18.99

Justina Ireland is among the best writers of alternative 
history and Rust in the Root is her most ambitious book 
yet. In an alternate 1937, Laura Ann Langston, a queer 
Black mage, is struggling to follow her big city dreams 
in the aftermath of a magical calamity when she applies 
for a job with a magical bureau of the U.S. government. 
This allegory about systemic racism and climate change 
includes real historical photographs and fictionalized 
memos and documents, as well as plenty of twists. 
Timothy
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young adult
The Luminaries  
Susan Dennard, Tor Teen, $18.99

Cue the nostalgia! This feels like, in Dennard’s 
own words, an “awesome CW show.” Outcast 
Winnie Wednesday desperately wants to join 
the Luminaries, a secret society of hunters and 
researchers who protect the outside world from 
nightmares, deadly creatures that lurk in the 
forest. Winnie has only one shot to prove she 
has what it takes: pass the Hunter Trials when 
she turns sixteen. Fantastic world building, dark 
academia drama, and so much angst. I can’t wait 
for book two. Beth

adult

Tomorrow, and Tomorrow, and 
Tomorrow 
Gabrielle Zevin, Knopf Publishing Group, $28.00

This one is going to stick with me for a while. 
Fleeting childhood friends, Sam and Sadie, 
reconnect by chance in college. Sharing creative 
passions, they decide to co-create a video game: 
Ichigo. In turn, their own lives follow a game-like 
story arc full of thrilling highs and devastating 
lows. To watch how these characters grow over 
decades is absolutely fascinating. Zevin’s prose 
is smart, funny, and heartbreaking, showing the 
intricacies of platonic love and finding your way 
in the world. Beth

Inciting Joy: Essays 
Ross Gay, Algonquin Books, $27.00

As a species, humanity has a lot of work to 
do in order to earn Ross Gay in our midst. He 
continues to show us in book after book that joy 
and gratitude also contain things like sadness, 
hurt, fear, and anger. “Before we get too far, I 
should tell you that sometimes the incitements of 
joy have teeth.” Inciting Joy is another generous 
prose work that will make you want to do the 
hard work of bettering yourself and the world. 
Timothy

The English Understand Wool 
Helen DeWitt, New Directions, $17.95

Without a doubt the most bitingly funny book 
I’ve read all year—and maybe longer. The 
English Understand Wool is a masterclass in 
withholding information. DeWitt doles out details 
throughout this novella that recontextualize 
the story, which follows a 17-year-old narrator 
seizing her own narrative in the face of the 
sensationalist publishing industry that wants 
a perfect victim. A fabulous introduction to 
DeWitt’s genius that can be read in a single 
sitting. Timothy

YA graphic memoir

Strike the Zither 
Joan He, Roaring Brook Press, $18.99

Change is on the horizon for the Xin Dynasty 
as three factions fight to claim the empire from 
a puppet empress. Zephyr is the brilliant—if 
arrogant—strategist willing to risk it all for her 
warlordess, Xin Ren. After Zephyr’s latest scheme 
ends in her infiltrating the enemy, she’ll be forced 
to reckon with her past and faces a strategist who 
just might be her match. A stunning reimagining of 
Three Kingdoms about family born and made, fate 
and the paths we choose to forge, and more than 
a few plot twists. Jenna

Victory. Stand!: 
Raising My Fist for Justice
Tommie Smith with Derrick Barnes, illustrated by Dawud Anyabwile, 
Norton Young Readers, $17.95

You already know Tommie Smith from the iconic 
photographs of him on the medal podium of the 1968 
Olympic Games. With the bronze-medal winner 
John Carlos, Smith raised his gloved fist in protest 
of racism and injustice against Black Americans. 
Victory. Stand! tells the story of that record-breaking, 
gold medal-winning race, the symbolic action, and its 
aftermath, as well as the story of Smith’s upbringing 
and his remarkable family history. Timothy
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gift

Lore of the Land: 
Folklore and Wisdom 
from the Wild Earth 
Claire Cock-Starkey, illustrated by Samantha Dolan,
Wide Eyed Editions, $24.99

Looking for some unique bedtime stories? 
Really into folklore about the natural world? 
Maybe you’ve been searching for the right 
coffee table book for company to flip through? 
This stunning anthology contains short stories 
and multi-page spreads with folklore and 
wisdom from the wild earth. With everything 
from creation stories of the wetlands to 
mythical sea monsters to standing stones, 
this vibrantly illustrated book has captivating 
art you’ll love. Jenna

Legendary Creatures: Mythical Beasts 
and Spirits from Around the World 
Adam Auerbach, Little, Brown and Company, $18.99

A diverse, comprehensive guide to the coolest 
mythical creatures across the globe. Curated 
for those who are just beginning their journey 
into the world of mythology, this stunningly 
illustrated anthology reads like a picture book. 
Dive into the fascinating origin stories of beings 
such as the peaceful Navagunjara of India 
and the nightmare-eating Baku of Japan. Your 
curiousity will no doubt lead you to continue the 
research! Beth

Revenge of the Librarians 
by Tom Gauld, Drawn & Quarterly, $14.99

Have a bookish friend who you never know 
what to get because they own everything 
in the world? Well, look no further because 
Tom Gauld created the perfect book 
for book lovers everywhere. Filled with 
fun cartoon strips that will be relatable 
to anyone who works at a bookshop or 
just has a love for books. I’m also pretty 
convinced that Booker T and Eartha Kitt 
make a guest appearance in this. Jess

gift
Rewilding: Bringing Wildlife Back 
Where It Belongs
David A. Steen, illustrated by Chiara Fedele,
Neon Squid, $17.99

This book would be a great gift for anyone who 
loves animals, nature, or the environment. This 
anthology is beautifully illustrated with tons 
of information that many ages would enjoy. It 
describes what rewilding is, why species go 
extinct in the first place, and criticisms. Many 
different species and their ecosystems are 
covered throughout: from frogs to wolves to 
venus fly traps. So many new fun facts 
to learn! Tori

The Marvelous Land of Snergs
Veronica Cossanteli, illustrated by Melissa Castrillon,  
Europa Editions, $17.99

This is the story that inspired J. R. R. Tolkien’s 
The Hobbit, and being a total Lord of the Rings 
nerd myself, this book definitely has hobbit 
characteristics and vibes. From the fantastic meal 
displays, second breakfasts, short height in nature, 
whimsical language, and many songs and parties, 
this book has become one of my favorites. A great 
treat of a read for both middle school ages and 
beyond! Mayah 

Other Ever Afters: New Queer Fairy Tales
Melanie Gillman, Random House Graphic, $17.99

This YA graphic novel is full of feminist, queer short 
stories that you’re gonna wish you had growing up. 
Not only are the stories that are told full of so much 
diversity and queer representation but the illustration 
style is just captivating. It’s the kind of book that 
you can read in just one sitting. My only gripe with 
it is that I wish it was longer, so here’s hoping for a 
second installment. Jess
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Wildoak
C.C. Harrington,Scholastic Press, $18.99

Maggie’s stutter makes communication almost 
impossible. Frustrated, yet with hopes that some 
fresh air will do the trick, her parents send her to 
Wildoak Forest to live with a distant grandfather. 
Meanwhile, on the other side of the forest, a 
displaced leopard cub, aptly named Rumpus, tries 
to find his way home. Through both perspectives, 
they teach us that communication is vast; that when 
we listen, “everything speaks…just not the same 
language.” Wildoak urges us to take that time to 
listen, to be curious, and to treat others and the 
natural world with the utmost admiration and respect. 
A profound reminder to connect with nature and 
new people as much you can, because animals and 
stories make us better. Beth

Collette,

For thirty years, your work at Wild Rumpus has inspired humans young 
and old—including us—to find and nourish connections with other 
people, animals, and of course, stories. For you, we are beyond grateful.

The Rumpians
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