


Mapping Our World
This year, Wild Rumpus was honored with the 
Publisher’s Weekly Bookstore of the Year award. 
At the ceremony, my acceptance “speech” was: 
“Children are our future—let’s make sure they 
know how to think!”

In this uncertain time of alternative information 
and destructive tweets, we need to model the 
attributes that we hope to teach our youth: critical 
thinking, empathy, and diplomacy.

May I suggest a book to share to that end: Questions Asked by 
philosopher/author Jostein Gaarder and illustrated by Akin Duezakin. 
Don’t be fooled by the small package—it packs a lifetime of possibilities 
for contemplation: 

Is it possible to be afraid without knowing what you are afraid of?
How do my legs go where I want them to go while my mind is 
elsewhere?
Are there other clever creatures like us in the universe?”

Each question is paired with a luminous drawing that tells another, 
complementary story. These questions are a springboard for unlimited 
conversation, and that’s where we need to start. To help children think, 
we need to ask questions and enable them to ask questions. The same 
device is used in The Salamander Room by Anne Mazer: questions 
asked by the mother are nonjudgmental and open-ended. If you’ve 
been with us in the past twenty-five years, you may know that Mazer’s 
book inspired the design of Wild Rumpus. Beyond the physical aspect, 
I hope that it also addresses the metaphysical aspect and intent of the 
bookstore.

Give the gift of intelligent discourse and thoughtful, 
compassionate reasoning. Give books that inspire 
discussion, and talk about ideas. As Fran Lebowitz, 
another philosopher/author, once said: “Think 
before you speak. Read before you think.” 

Sound advice.

Collette, 2017

Questions Asked by Jostein Gaarder, translated by Don Bartlett, 
illustrated by Akin Duezakin, Elsewhere Editions, $14.00

Cover art by Heather Albinson

Alphamals: A-Z 
illustrated by Graham Carter, Big Picture Press, 
$17.99

    Striking illustrations accompany sparse, 
gentle text in this ABC book of animals. 
Whether it is a swan gliding through a 
lake with a protractor wing or a giraffe 
munching leaves in the savannah, each 
spread offers a beautiful image and short 
introduction to an animal’s behavior, 
characteristics or habitat.    Kristen

My First Book of Patterns 
by Bobby and June George, 
illustrated by Boyoun Kim, Phaidon Press, 
$16.95

    Do you feel like there is nothing new 
under the sun in “concept” books for 
babies? Numbers and shapes: same old, 
same old? Well, turn it up a notch and 
start explaining patterns to your baby! 
How would you describe “plaid,” “argyle,” 
or “chevron”? This board book has it all 
under control. For future designers and 
folks who just want to be able to name 
their socks.  Collette

baby & toddler

ABC Color: Apricot, Burgundy & Chartreuse, 26 Brand New Colors 
Are Out on the Loose! 
illustrated by Ingela P. Arrhenius, 
Walter Foster Jr, $12.95

    Red, blue and green: they’re old news. 
This beautifully illustrated ABC board 
book introduces kids and adults alike 
to 26 fabulous colors, ranging from the 
more familiar Ivory and Violet to the 
perhaps lesser known Razzmatazz and 
Persimmon. Can you guess what the 
color Zomp looks like? Page through an 
alphabet of colors to find out!    Kristen



picturebaby & toddler

When’s My Birthday? by Julie Fogliano, 
illustrated by Christian Robinson, Roaring Brook Press, 
$17.99

    “Is it almost happy birthday? Just think of all the 
singing that will make a happy day to me! There 
could be kisses and wishes, and candles and 
cake...” When, where, and how many days? With 
each reading, these urgent queries and more can 
be answered again and again for your little one 
in anticipation of this most special day. Happy 
Birthday Dear ______, Happy Birthday To You!    
Ellen

You Hold Me Up by Monique Gray Smith, 
illustrated by Danielle Daniel, 
Orca Book Publishers, $19.95

    Written in dedication to the children, 
families, and staff of Aboriginal Head Start 
programs, Gray Smith’s simple, positive 
picture book is the perfect affirmation of 
communities and relationships that embody 
empathy, resilience, and mutual respect. 
With its calm, colorful illustrations,You Hold 

Me Up will warm your heart. This book is great to share with the young 
minds and hearts you love!    Kara

Alfie by Thyra Heder, 
Abrams Books for Young Readers, $17.95

    Nia loves her awesome sixth birthday present, 
a pet turtle named Alfie, but she worries that their 
friendship is one-sided. She introduces him to 
her stuffed animals, sings to him, and shows him 
her best dance moves, but despite her attempts 
to engage him, Alfie seems disinterested. She doesn’t 
realize that Alfie spends that time in his shell loving her back, determined 
to find the perfect gift for his pal’s next birthday…if he can only get out 
of his tank! A lovely friendship story, told from the perspectives of both 
human and pet.    Kristen

Hey Willy, See the Pyramids and Max Makes a Million 
by Maira Kalman, New York Review of Books, $18.95 each

     From beloved author and artist Maira Kalman come 
reissues of two beloved tales. In Hey Willy, See the 
Pyramids, a younger brother is having trouble falling 
asleep and wakes his sister to tell him a million stories! 
She agrees to spin ten short tales off the top of her 
head: of Mr. Zelikovitch and his pet chicken, of cross-
eyed dogs dining at a fancy restaurant, of a green-faced cousin. 

    Max, of Max Makes a Million, is a poet, a dreamer, 
and also a dog. His greatest wish is to live in Paris 
and sell his work—but who will buy his poetry? How 
will he ever live the life he dreams of?
    Kalman’s distinctive illustrations perfectly capture 
the imagination of a child, and draw the reader into a 
quirky world of whimsy and possibility. Perfect gifts for 
long-time Maira Kalman fans and new readers alike!    
Heather

City Moon by Rachael Cole, 
illustrated by Blanca Gomez, 
Schwartz & Wade Books, $17.99

    A mother and child all ready in pjs and 
bundled up go out hand in hand on a 
magical mission. Travel along with them on a 
wonder-filled search for the moon. This book 
is for little walkers who are moon-obsessed, 
inquisitive, or who simply enjoy stepping 
out and keeping watch on the sky. In this 
season when night falls early, it’s hide and 
seek through tall buildings, clouds, and the 
occasional puddle. Blanca Gomez’s dreamy 

collage illustrations cast an atmospheric glow over Cole’s rhythmic 
prose, making City Moon the perfect bedtime read. My three-year-old and 
I have set a date for our next moonlit walk (Supermoons and Blue Moons 
on the lunar calendar!). Happy gazing...     Jesse

My Grandpa’s Chair by Jiyeon Pak, 
Alfred A. Knopf Books for Young Readers, $17.99

     Oh my--Grandpa needs a new chair so that he 
can enjoy a good read. We here at Wild Rumpus 
understand the importance of having the right chair 
for just the right person/cat. There is a rocker, an 
Adirondack chair, a hassock for two, a theater 
fold up, some overstuffed comfy chairs, captain’s 
chairs, and even a couple of tree stumps. They are 
all VERY well loved. Sit a spell with your favorite 
person and read what this Grandpa finally figures 

out about the art of selecting the perfect seat!    Ellen



picturepicture
On a Magical Do-Nothing Day 
by Beatrice Alemagna, HarperCollins, $17.99

   All there is to do on a boring day in a downpour at 
the same old cabin in the woods is destroy martians 
on a video game. What happens if you are pushed 
outside, lose your electronic shield, and follow the 
lead of four giant snails along the deep damp earth 
beneath your feet? A reluctant neon-orange-clad 
explorer standing out in an alien environment soon 
becomes electrified by a highly textured landscape 

in moss, mushroom and watery hues. A supreme case for unplugged 
adventure and the magic in quiet discoveries all your own. What marvelous 
treasures await if you set out in the misty forest with absolutely nothing 
(and everything) to do!    Jesse

Professional Crocodile by Giovanna Zoboli, 
illustrated by Mariachiara Di Giorgio, 
Chronicle Books, $17.99

    Just picture Crocodile looking good from shirt 
and tie to—but that’s the surprise! Follow our 
affable reptile beginning with his daily toilette 
and through a myriad of city images and modes of transport. All manner 
of well-dressed wild animals mix in with the general populace, and it’s 
all very mysterious. Where is Crocodile going? What are his intentions? 
Who knows? There are literally no words for this telling of Crocodile’s 
capers. You, too, will be at a loss for words as croc’s journey comes to 
an end. Awesome!    Ellen

The Wolf, the Duck, and the Mouse by Mac Barnett, 
illustrated by Jon Klassen, Candlewick Press, $17.99

    A mouse is gobbled up by a wolf only to find that the 
titular duck has already made a cozy home inside its 
belly. “I may have been swallowed,” says the duck, “but 
I have no intention of being eaten.” But when a hunter 
comes after their new wolf home, the duck and mouse will need to come 
up with a plan to protect themselves! This charming and comical new 
classic, featuring illustrations from the impeccable Jon Klassen, is a 
delight from beginning to end.    Jordan

The Purloining of Prince Oleomargarine 
by Mark Twain and Philip Stead, illustrated by Erin Stead, 
Doubleday Books for Young Readers, $24.99

    Oleomargarine is not part of a recipe--he’s a 
prince. And he’s not been “purloined” as much as 
he’s deliberately wandered away.... As Twain weaves 
this bedtime tale to his daughters, he scribbles a bit 
of a loose plot. Many, many years later, Stead (the 
other author) picks up the threads of meaning from 
these sketchy notes and seamlessly complements 
“what might have been if Twain had fully realized 
this work.” Meet Johnny, Pestilence and Famine the 

chicken, a skunk, a weasel, and an entire cast of creatures who 
will make you say and truly mean, “I am glad to know you.”    Ellen

Yak and Dove by Kyo Maclear, 
illustrated by Esme Shapiro, Tundra Books, $18.99

     How many times have you wished that you and 
your best friend were twins? Enough to find out 
that you would actually not be very good at being 
twins? Yak and Dove are an unlikely couple, but 
when they start listing their differences, mayhem 

ensues. Yak campaigns for a new best friend, but he is sorely tested and 
then rewarded by Dove’s audition. Opposites attract, and Yak and Dove 
are perfect foils!    Collette

On the Night of the Shooting Star by Amy Hest, 
illustrated by Jenni Desmond, Candlewick Press, $16.99

    Bunny and Dog are neighbors, living in their cozy 
homes across the fence. They have never spoken, 
though each is curious about the other and longs for 
a friend. But when a star falls from the sky, the joy of 
mutually witnessing such a magical event inspires 
each to do what they have never done before! A 

charming tale, full of amusing details and the joy of new friendship that is 
sure to warm your heart.    Heather

The Book of Mistakes 
by Corinna Luyken, Dial Books, $18.99

    “It started with one mistake.” As the pages 
turn, so does a simple drawing of a girl (with 
one eye too big) twist and turn and grow as 
the artist tries to cover mistakes. Sometimes 
this leads to more mistakes (a frog-cat-cow 
thing, a too-long neck), but other times it leads 
somewhere surprisingly wonderful (smudges 
turn to fluttering leaves, lopsided eyes become 
glasses). Each spread is more intricate than 
the last, with funny and unexpected details that deserve to be pored over. 
The surprise at the end made me swoon, and will inspire young readers to 
expand the way they look at the world.     Drew



beginning readers

Good Night, Planet by Liniers, Toon Books, $12.95

Something’s Fishy by Kevin McCloskey, Toon Books, 
$12.95

   Two attractive new graphic novels are here to 
help your new reader grow into an independent 
reader while laughing and learning. 
    First, a tale from Argentinian cartoonist Liniers 
is based on his daughter’s stuffed bunny named 
Planet. The secret, nighttime goings-on of a 
beloved toy (befriending the family dog, snagging a 
cookie) are revealed in this delightful, artfully executed story.

    Next, Kevin McCloskey’s scoop on fish in cartoon 
format is a great way to introduce non-fiction to 
beginning readers! Engaging drawings of all kinds of 
fish and a history lesson on the origins of the lowly 
goldfish make a great jumping off place for new 
readers and are sure to elicit an appreciation for all 
things pisces.    Collette & Drew

Coyote Tales by Thomas King, illustrated by Byron 
Eggenschwiler, Groundwood Books, $16.95

    A rare treat for early readers, this is a freshly 
packaged duo of trickster tales from a time, long 
ago, when human beings and animals still spoke to 
one another. King’s clever storytelling gives us the 
spirited Coyote who easily plays both hero and fool 
when he hangs Moon with unmistakable tenor, or 
is swayed by Raven into trying new fur suits on for 
size. Eggenschwiler’s droll, retro-feel pen-and-ink 

illustrations are a wonderful complement to a rollicking read. See Moon 
play chess with Sunfish and Moose (wearing a dress) face off with a kid 
in an oversized zip-up fur at a yard sale like no other. A howling good 
time!    Jesse

Brave Red, Smart Frog: A New Book of Old Tales
by Emily Jenkins, illustrated by Rohan Daniel Eason, 
Candlewick Press, $17.99

    Once upon a time, in a frozen forest, there was an 
enchanting little book of fairy tales. Some you knew 
well, others seemed only faintly familiar. Each one was 
charmingly illustrated, and told in a way that was fresh 
and new. Characters and details from one story appeared unexpectedly 
in another, so that when you finished, you wanted to go back and read it 
again. It was as if the book was under the most wonderful kind of magic 
spell….    Katie
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Greetings from Witness Protection! by Jake Burt, 
Feiwel & Friends, $16.99

    Between foster homes yet again, Nicki remains 
upbeat, certain her father will return soon. But U.S. 
Marshals show up with shocking news and an 
intriguing opportunity. With nothing left to lose, Nicki 
agrees to be placed with a family in the witness 
protection program. Armed with street smarts, a 
clever mind, and a tough but loving spirit, Nicki is 
determined to keep them safe, keep her pickpocket 
problem in check, and not lose this family. 
Balancing suspense with humor, this book hooked me with its surprising 
heart-warming/page-turner combo.    Stacy

intermediate

Cucumber Quest: The Doughnut Kingdom by Gigi D.G., 
First Second, $14.99

     What if you had plans to go to wizard school only to find out 
that you had to go fulfill a legendary quest instead? If you were 

Cucumber the rabbit, you would roll your 
eyes and bring your sister (who might be the 
true legendary hero) along on your journey. 
Cucumber Quest is a self-aware graphic novel 
that simultaneously makes fun of heroic tropes 
and fulfills them in a satisfying and hysterical 
manner. The colorful illustrations are a feast for 
the eyes, and the funny dialogue will have you 
anticipating the next volume in this soon-to-be 
series.   Jordan

The First Rule of Punk by Celia C. Pérez, 
Viking Books for Young Readers, $16.99

    There are definitely some things about moving 
to Chicago that Malú doesn’t like: the new school 
has a dress code that is not very punk, the popular 
girl, Selena, thinks Malú isn’t Mexican enough, and 
she’s so far away from her dad’s record store! But 
there are good things too: she can still make zines, 
she found a cool local coffee shop with records on 
the walls, and her new weirdo friends are helping 

her start a punk band to play at the fall festival. As Malú navigates the 
line between her mom’s desire for her to be the ideal señorita and her 
dad’s punk influence, she has to remember the first rule of punk: Be the 
real you!    Jordan

graphic read



intermediate

The Glass Town Game by Catherynne M. Valente, 
illustrated by Rebecca Green, Margaret K. McElderry Books, 
$17.99 

    It is 1828 and the Beastliest Day has come for 
Charlotte and Emily—they are to be sent away to 
School. But before they arrive, they encounter a 
mysterious fellow made entirely of books, sparking 
their curiosity. Together with siblings Anne and 
Branwell, they make a journey to Glass Town, a 
fantasy world based on their own imaginary games 
where a demented version of the Napoleonic Wars is being played 
out with potentially disastrous consequences. Based on the childhood 
writings of the Brontës, this book cleverly brings to life a unique literary 
Wonderland.    Hannah

Secret of the Ron Mor Skerry by Rosalie K. Fry, 
New York Review of Books, $16.95

    Fiona McConville is returning to the islands to 
live with her grandparents. Four years of living in 
the city have left her yearning for the fresh Scottish 
sea air. The last time she was at the islands, her 
entire extended family was evacuating their homes 
on Ron Mor Island to move to the mainland, and 
somehow her little brother, Jamie, floated out to sea 

in his cradle and was never seen again. But there are rumors of local 
fishermen seeing lights on Ron Mor Island, and mysterious goings-on 
involving the seal colony that lives on the Skerry, a large rock formation 
just off the coast of Ron Mor. Fiona is convinced that she will find Jamie. 
This evocative book is the basis for the equally beautiful movie The 
Secret of Roan Inish.    Collette

Thornhill by Pat Smy, Roaring Brook Press, $19.99 

    1982: Mary is a timid girl at Thornhill Institute for Children, now 
shutting its doors and leaving her as one of the last residents alongside 

an abusive housemate. How far will she go for the 
taste of sweet revenge? 
    2016: Ella’s new home has a perfect view of 
the foreboding remains of Thornhill. Upon finding 
an eerie journal, Ella commits to uncovering, and 
hopefully befriending, the unsettled soul who left 
it behind—but is she ready to pay the price for 
friendship?
    With interwoven written and illustrated narratives, 
Thornhill will take you into a gripping horror story that 
will give you chills.    Rachael

An Enchantment of Ravens by Margaret Rogerson, 
Margaret K. McElderry Books, $17.99

    The divide between humans and the Fairy realm 
never ceases to astound me. In this world, any artifact 
made by “human hand” is considered “Craft” and is 
eminently collectible by the Fairy folk, as they are not 
capable of creating anything except by magic. Meet 
Isobel, a gifted portrait artist whose talent is much 
requested by the elite Fairy and paid by “charms”: 
hen’s eggs, firewood, protection to the house that she 
shares with her aunt and two sort-of sisters who were previously goats. 
When she gets a commission to paint the Autumn Prince, she commits 
a gaffe that could wind up killing them both. High fantasy with no end of 
Fairy vanity and brutality pitted against the culpability of art.    Collette

advanced

The Language of Thorns: Midnight Tales and 
Dangerous Magic by Leigh Bardugo, 
illustrated by Sara Kipin, Imprint, $18.99

    From the deep dark woods of the Grishaverse 
comes a collection of wicked tales sure to chill you to 
the bone. These yarns are spun with echoes of ancient 
folklore—of Baba Yaga and bewitching sirens, of sly 
foxes and gruesome endings. As the stories unfold, 
rich illustrations mirror the eerie details of each tale, 
filling the margins and creating an added layer of 
magic and gloom. As you find yourself drawn in by the 
masterful tellings of these new and dangerous folk 

tales, make sure to pull the covers tightly around you, and don’t turn out 
the light!    Heather

The Book of Dust: La Belle Sauvage
by Phillip Pullman, Alfred A. Knopf Books for Young Readers, 
$22.99

    Philip Pullman returns to the world of the acclaimed 
His Dark Materials trilogy with the story of eleven-year-
old Malcolm, whose quiet life at his family’s riverside 
inn is transformed when a mysterious baby named 
Lyra arrives in town. As floodwaters rise ominously around Oxford, 
Malcolm is plunged into a shadowy world of spies, scholars and sinister 
agents, some of whom will stop at nothing to take Lyra for themselves 
– and possibly do her harm. Intrigue accelerates into harrowing action 
when Malcolm undertakes a dangerous nautical journey to protect Lyra, 
encountering otherworldly places and beings while grappling with the 
challenges of love, sacrifice, and independent thought.    Leigh



Far from the Tree by Robin Benway, Harper Teen, $17.99

    While searching for her birth mother, sixteen-year-
old Grace discovers she has a younger sister and an 
older brother. Told in alternating points of view, each 
sibling deals with the pain of being given up and the 
fear of being turned away by their new families. Unsure 
of what makes a family, and harboring secrets of their 
own, they are wary of letting others get close. Readers 
will be moved by the raw emotions of the three siblings 
working to navigate new territory, face their fears, and 
find strength in each other.    Stacy

#NotYourPrincess: Voices of Native 
American Women edited by Mary Beth Leatherdale 
and Lisa Charleyboy, Annick Press, $12.95

    The sheer range in this collection of work 
from fifty-eight Native women and girls, including 
poetry, prose, short memoir pieces, comics, 
photography, and paintings, shows the diversity 
of the female Indigenous experience and identity, 
breaking through stereotypes. As Lisa Charleyboy 

descibes it, it is “a love letter to all young Indigenous women looking to 
find their way,” and that’s exactly what it feels like. One of my favorite 
pieces is “The Things We Tell Our Daughters” by Helen Knott, in which 
she says:

it is time to remember/ time to summon our voices from the belly of 
the earth.../it is time to tell ourselves and our daughters/ the things 
that should have been said”

    These women have something to say, and everyone will benefit from 
listening.    Drew

advanced

You Bring the Distant Near by Mitali Perkins, 
Farrar Straus Giroux, $17.99

    What does it mean to be a girl in America? What 
kind of woman can she become? Does it matter 
if the girl is also Bengali Indian? How much? The 
Das sisters, their daughters, and their mother 
answer these questions for themselves and each 
other in a sprawling saga that begins in 1970s 
Queens and continues into the early 2000s. This 
is a compelling story of growth and transformation, 
and has enough heart to last for generations to 
come. Get it for your favorite teen and borrow it for 
yourself!    Katie

poems & poets
Hey Black Child by Useni Eugene Perkins, 
illustrated by Bryan Collier, 
Little, Brown Books for Young Readers, $17.99

That Is My Dream! by Langston Hughes, illustrated 
by Daniel Miyares, Schwartz & Wade Books, $17.99

    Hey Black Child is a wake-up call. An 
exuberant, balloon-filled celebration of black 
children’s talents and 
unlimited possibilities, 

it will start your day with energy, motivation 
and joy. When your day is ended, That Is My 
Dream!, with its gentler tone and softer palette, 
is the perfect way to reflect and drift off to 
sleep, hopeful for a bright tomorrow. These 
books are irresistible!     Katie

I’m Just No Good at Rhyming: And Other Nonsense for Mischievous 
Kids and Immature Grown-Ups by Chris Harris, 
illustrated by Lane Smith, 
Little, Brown Books for Young Readers, $19.99

    A Unipede that hops on one leg, a bagel that’s 
missing its bagel hole, a roller coaster during an 
earthquake, and a band of gigantic hippos who try 
jumping on a bed: all sorts of havok and whimsy 
take to the pages in Chris Harris’s humorous 
and playfully weird collection of short, illustrated 
poems—and yes, many of them rhyme!    Rachael

A Different Pond by Bao Phi, 
illustrated by Thi Bui, Capstone Young Readers, 
$15.95

    Local poet Bao Phi graces us with 
this tender glimpse into his childhood, 
sharing the simple story of a young boy 
accompanying his father on a predawn 
fishing trip. As they fish, knowing that a 
successful catch will ensure dinner for the 
family that night, the father shares memories 
of the life they left behind in Vietnam. It is 
a story of family and tradition, beautifully 
illustrated and lovingly delivered.    Kristen



non-fiction
Artists and Their Pets: True Stories of Famous Artists 
and Their Animal Friends  by Susie Hodge, 
illustrated by Violet Lemay, Duopress, $14.95

    Twenty short biographies of artists are interesting enough, 
but with fun information about the pets they loved, you have 
a winner of a book. While dogs and cats were favored in the 
studio, the variety of breeds, from fawns and anteaters to spider monkeys 
and crows, is amazing! Violet Lemay’s drawings enhance the historical 
information about these famous, artistic pet enthusiasts.    Jean
Schomburg: The Man Who Built a Library by Carole Boston Weatherford, 
illustrated by Eric Velasquez, Candlewick Press, $16.99

    Puerto Rico celebrates a hero in this compelling biography about Arturo 
Schomburg, at a time when good news is a welcome respite. From an early 

age to his adulthood, Schomburg made his passion 
for highlighting the contributions of people with African 
heritage his life’s work. Weatherford stuffs this book 
with Schomburg’s discoveries about people like Phillis 
Wheatley and Paul Cuffee, but also with people whose 
ties to Africa had been whitewashed, like Audubon 
and Beethoven. Velasquez vividly showcases powerful 
portraits of those whose work Schomburg collected 
and preserved for history.    Carmelle

The Shape of the World: A Portrait of Frank Lloyd Wright  by K.L. Going, 
illustrated by Lauren Stringer, Beach Lane Books, $17.99

    My favorite Minnesota illustrator, Lauren Stringer, 
does a bang-up job of bringing K.L. Going’s biography of 
Frank Lloyd Wright to life. Little Frank’s mother sparked 
her son’s curiosity when she gave him different shaped 
blocks and encouraged him to experiment with building.  
As an older child, Frank observed the shapes that 
occur in nature such as honeycombs, shells, and trees, 
and never tired of observing the world around him. Frank Lloyd Wright 
incorporated those observations and early block building into his designs 
and “changed the shape of the world” as we know it.    Jean

Survivors: Extraordinary Tales from the Wild and 
Beyond by David Long, illustrated by Kerry Hyndman, 
Faber & Faber Children’s, $19.95

    The title says it all. In twenty-three stories, women 
and men from around the globe demonstrate 
phenomenal wit and fortitude under unbelievably 
dangerous conditions. Perfect for every adventure lover 
on your gift list!    Katie

adult

There’s No Such Thing as Bad Weather: A Scandinavian Mom’s 
Secrets for Raising Healthy, Resilient, and Confident Kids (from 
Friluftsliv to Hygge) by Linda Akeson McGurk, Touchstone Books, $24.99

    A fine from a park officer for allowing her daughters 
to swim in a creek near their home in rural Indiana 
reveals how modern attitudes toward childhood 
in the U.S. diverge from McGurk’s Scandinavian 
upbringing. When McGurk and her children spend 
six months living in Sweden, they thrive in a society 
where “there’s no such thing as bad weather, only 
bad clothing.” In this engaging and informative 
narrative, McGurk makes a compelling case for the 
nature-based Scandinavian approach to parenting in 
which children are given ample time to play in and 
care for the natural world.    Kara

Manhattan Beach by Jennifer Egan, Scribner Book Company, $28.00

    Anna Kerrigan is at the forefront of changing 
times in World War II-era Brooklyn. Seeing a 
chance she won’t have again, she aims to leave 
behind her menial war work to become a diver 
repairing damaged ships, the first woman to do 
so. As she navigates naval yards and night clubs, 
she connects with Dexter Styles, a gangster who 
longs for the straight and narrow. He may be the 
only person who knows what happened to Anna’s 
father, Eddie, who disappeared years before. 
Rich with complex characters and historical detail, 
Pulitzer Prize-winning author Jennifer Egan’s new 
book is an enthralling read.    Hannah

The Empty House by Algernon Blackwood

How Fear Departed the Long Gallery by E.F. Benson

The Toll House by W.W. Jacobs

illustrated by Seth, Biblioasis, $6.95 each

    Telling ghost stories on Christmas Eve 
was once a Christmas tradition. Bring 
spooky back to the season with these 
stocking-sized classic ghost stories, 
vibrantly illustrated by cartoonist Seth. 
They’re the perfect gift for anyone who 
likes extra winter chills.     Drew
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    There is absolutely nothing 
that can get in the w

ay of Trio the 
three-legged cat; he can pounce, 
he can sneak, he can do his best at 
avoiding the ire of the chickens w

ho share his barn. W
hen 

he tries to em
ulate the hens (no, he can’t lay an egg, but 

he can sit on one), he hatches a unique fluffy chick. This 
is a true story based on the real Trio, w

ho w
as treated 

at our ow
n A

ll P
aw

s Veterinary H
ospital and adopted by 

the author’s brother through the S
outhw

est M
etro A

nim
al 

R
escue. A

ndrea W
isnew

ski’s linocuts are stunning, and 
the story of this special cat w

ith a M
inneapolis connection 

is outstanding.    C
ollette


