It’s been a hard year. I’ve lost family
members due to tragedy and survived
the one-year anniversary of my cofounder Tom’s passing. I’m in the middle
of moving; down-sizing is my excuse, but
a fresh start is the real reason. That’s
why I am drawn to and take to heart the
messages in two new picture books,
Home in the Woods and Birdsong. Both
are about building, reinforcing, and
celebrating the idea of home.
I love these lines from Eliza Wheeler in Home in the Woods:
Bea huddles in the lamp’s glow. Mum teaches her that scraps, put
together, make colored patchwork. I huddle by the warm stove. Rich
teaches me that letters put together, make words…and words, put
together, make stories.
In Birdsong, Julie Flett pieces together a new life for a young girl
and her mother after a move. At first, Katherena is lonely and can’t
get back to her beloved drawing because, she claims, her hands
are cold. As the weather warms, she ventures outside and befriends
an elderly neighbor who is an artist in her own right. Together they
explore nature and art and forge a friendship that transcends age
and death. The project that Katherena makes to live in Agnes’s
bedroom when she can no longer go outdoors is wonderful beyond
words: Agnes says it’s like a poem for her heart.
That’s what I hope for all of us going
forward: a quilt, some stories, and a home
fashioned from scrips and scraps, bringing
us all together in a poem for
our hearts.

baby

May We Have Enough to Share

by Richard Van Camp, Orca Book Publishers, $10.95

Photographs of beautiful babes surrounded by
loving family and community join gentle declarations
of the many ways to have enough. Enough kindness,
inspiration, compassion, generosity, curiosity, and
love, for ourselves and for those around us. Our
littlest readers will delight in the engaging images, while the devotions
will fill all hearts. Kristen
All Kinds of Families by Suzanne Lang, illustrated by Max Lang,

Random House Books for Young Readers, $8.99

A simple but fun book about the power of family and
the different ways we define it. The Langs’ book has
a loose rhyme scheme that can be played up when
it’s read out loud, and a not-overly-serious tone about
a topic that can sometimes make kids feel serious.
With goofy illustrations of loving, happy animals, this
book ups the fun factor, but doesn’t skirt around its
ultimate, important message. Linda
The Moon Is a Silver Pond by Sara Cassidy, illustrated by Josee Bisaillon,
Orca Book Publishers, $10.95

Few symbols capture our cultural imagination quite
like the moon. This simple, tender book draws on that
fascination by suggesting beautiful resemblances
between the moon and quotidian objects: a button,
a hubcap, a tooth, a silver pond. But what I love
most about this book is how it conveys a child’s
perspective––honing in on details and noticing the
likeness in different objects. Bisaillon’s gorgeous,
serene illustrations will usher you into the blue
wonder of winter moonlight. Kara
Next to You: A Book of Adorableness

Collette, 2019

by Lori Haskins Houran, illustrated by Sydney Hanson,
Albert Whitman & Company, $7.99

Birdsong by Julie Flett, Greystone Kids, $17.95
Home in the Woods by Eliza Wheeler, Nancy Paulsen Books, $17.99
Cover art by Drew Sieplinga

Striking the perfect balance between silly and
sweet, this book’s illustrations and text are both
cheek-pinchingly cute. Houran and Hanson offer up
just about every adorable animal you can think of—
but, dear reader, they’re nothing compared to you.
Perfect for reading out loud, this book lets the little
one in your life know that nothing in the world can
compete with them—not even a baby giraffe. Linda

toddler

Apple Cake: A Gratitude

by Dawn Casey, illustrated by Genevieve Godbout,
Frances Lincoln Children’s Books, $15.99

From the tree to a bee, from a hedge to a
field, the origin of the basic ingredients we
cook with are often forgotten. But not in this
book, whose pleasant rhyme, quiet rhythm,
and soft illustrations take us on an outdoor
excursion. Join our narrator in collecting all
the components for apple cake, with a slice
of gratitude every step of the way. And, of
course, a recipe for apple cake is included for
maximum deliciousness! Paige
Who Am I?: A Peek-Through-Pages Book
of Endangered Animals by Tim Flach,
Abrams Books for Young Readers, $18.99

This is NOT just another animal fact
book. Flach’s stunning portraits reveal
each creature’s beauty, grace, and dignity.
Intriguing close-ups of animal features and
their habitats encourage us to pay attention
to details. And the final pages explain more
about why these species matter, and how
we can help protect them. Your toddler will
want to read this book again and again, and
so will you! Katie
Wrinkles by JR, words by Julie Pugeat, Phaidon Press, $17.95
While books for toddlers featuring
babies and young kiddos are fantastic
(see May We Have Enough to Share!),
it is a treat to have a book like this
that celebrates the beauty of age.
The wizened lovelies photographed
here hail from Cuba, Spain, Turkey,
Germany, China, and the U.S., and
their lined faces tell stories of love,
companionship, mischief, and peace.
As the author invites young readers
to imagine what stories a beloved
wrinkled face might tell, this would
be a perfect book to share with a
grandparent. Kristen

picture

Just in Case You Want to Fly by Julie Fogliano,

illustrated by Christian Robinson, Neal Porter Books, $18.99

How can we truly prepare our little ones for life’s
amazing journey? It’s a mind-boggling endeavor, for
sure, but this book suggests a few key items that can
help: wind, songs, snacks, laughter, a little bit of luck,
and the comfort and promise of home. Fogliano’s
delightful and occasionally unexpected rhymes pair
perfectly with Robinson’s playful, charming illustrations
in this heart-warming book that’s sure to become a favorite. Katie
Why? by Adam Rex, illustrated by Claire Keane,
Chronicle Books, $17.99

Who would win: a supervillain or a little girl
who listens? Seasoned picture book author
Adam Rex takes a situation children and adults
are both all too familiar with (the seemingly
endless stream of “Why?”s that curious kids can
generate) and makes a delightful story about the
power of sympathy. This book is fun, silly, and
clever as all get out! Linda
How Do You Dance? by Thyra Heder, Abrams Books for Young Readers, $16.99
Ready to discover pure joy in the form of a
book? An ode to personal expression, this book
makes me grin every time I open its pages.
Don’t miss the catalogue of new dance moves,
the storyline of the unwilling dancer in the green
sweater, or the dance party in the dark! Heder’s
dynamic illustrations will inspire all readers to
get up and start movin’. Because the best way to
dance is exactly how you want to! Kara
Spencer’s New Pet by Jessie Sima,

Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers, $17.99

This wordless picture book is captivating
from start to finish. Told in the style of a silent
film, Sima’s illustrated narrative follows a
young child whose best friend is a balloon
dog. Going for a walk is treacherous for them,
however, because the world is full of pointy
objects. Suspense builds as they have near
miss after near miss, and just when you think
the inevitable will happen, there’s a twist!
Linda

picture

picture

At the Mountain’s Base by Traci Sorell,

Pokko and the Drum by Matthew Forsythe,

Simon & Schuster/Paula Wiseman Books, $17.99

What if we let our kids run away with
their fascinations? For Pokko, it’s her new
drum. For her quiet frog family, the gift is
the biggest mistake. But when Pokko steps
out of her mushroom to explore the musical
possibilities, results are rip-roaring and
wonderful. Pokko marches to her own beat,
inspiring a vibrant band of forest animals to
join her jam. A sensational young frog makes
a statement. Play on! Jesse

illustrated by Weshoyot Alvitre, Kokila, $17.99

“At the mountain’s base grows a hickory tree.
Beneath this sits a cabin.” So begins a story
poem about expecting a loved one to return from
military deployment: waiting, weaving, worrying.
A Cherokee family waits for their mom, daughter,
sister to return from flying as a WWII pilot. Not
enough is celebrated about Native American
women serving in the armed forces. One
woman, Ola Mildred Rexroat (Oglala Lakota) did return home from WWII,
and was later awarded the Congressional Gold Medal for her outstanding
accomplishments and contributions. Collette
The Greatest Table by Michael J. Rosen,

1,001 Ants by Joanna Rzezek,
Thames & Hudson, $16.95

illustrated by Becca Stadtlander, Creative Editions,
$19.99

Have you ever wondered how an ant
spends his day? See the world through the
eyes of an ant in this whimsically-illustrated
book. Follow a colony of ants through their
forest home while learning about their plant
and animal neighbors. Be sure to keep
your eye out for little Red Socks as you
wind your way through the imaginative
drawings and unexpected text placement
in this darling book. Anna

What better way to celebrate the end of the
year than by honoring all the different ways
people across the world gather around a table?
In this ode to the tradition of breaking bread
together, luscious illustrations sweep you into
the field where food is grown, and the kitchen
where it is prepared. Insightful verse welcomes
the reader inside, sets the table, and reminds us
all to give thanks. Paige
A Map into the World by Kao Kalia Yang, illustrated by Seo Kim,

A Different Story by Adolfo Serra,

Eerdmans Books for Young Readers, $16.99

How lucky are we to have a planet graced
with both rhinoceroses and rhinoceros beetles?
With gorgeous illustrations adorning each page,
this book will leave you marveling at our natural
world. Adolfo Serra has crafted a meditative
narrative whose scope is at once grand and
granular. As you turn the last page of this story
about finding commonalities and celebrating
difference, you’ll find yourself pausing with
wonder. Paige

Carolrhoda Books, $17.99

Yang’s words and Kim’s drawings create a layered story about an
attentive and empathetic young girl named Paj
Ntaub. As Paj helps her grandmother hang a
special story cloth that tells how the Hmong
made their way to America, she notices how
their new house finally feels like home. Paj takes
note of all the changes inside and outside the
house as the seasons pass. These observations
are gathered up like treasures and shared in a
beautiful chalk drawing at the end of the story.
Pictures and words to linger over. Karlyn

local author

beginning readers

Hello, Hedgehog!: Do You Like My Bike? and Let’s Have a
Sleepover! by Norm Feuti, Scholastic Inc., $4.99 each
Meet best friends Hedgehog and Harry. Hedgehog is bold
while Harry tends to be more cautious, but they have one
important thing in common: they love to have fun together!
In the first two books of this hilarious series, Hedgehog
and Harry learn to ride bikes, and embark on their first
sleepover. Follow along as they figure out how to balance their
personalities for the maximum level of fun. Claire
Snail & Worm All Day: Three Stories about Two Friends
by Tina Kügler, HMH Books for Young Readers, $16.99

Follow Snail and Worm through the course of a day, with
dialogue characterized by delightfully droll humor. Together,
they celebrate their friends’ successes, save a turtle from
itself, and write their own bedtime story. The spare, simple
language and quality content make this book perfect for
newly-independent readers and establish Snail and Worm as
genuinely genial and kind creatures. Kara

intermediate

Rat Rule 79: An Adventure by Rivka Galchen,

illustrated by Elena Megalos, Restless Books, $19.99

On the eve of her 13th birthday, Fred worries about
growing up. Fred navigates a land of impossibility
wrought with noodle-looping wordplay, confounding
creatures, and a rat queen who has banned birthdays.
Enchanting salmon-toned illustrations complement an
unparalleled adventure of daughter-mother love. So
clever, this infinitely satisfying timeless story deserves
an irrational number of stars. Recommended ages: ∞ Jesse
Pages & Co.: The Bookwanderers by Anna James,
illustrated by Paola Escobar, Philomel Books, $16.99

When you feel like you don’t really fit in, the characters of
your favorite books can feel like comforting friends. Except
when they actually turn up in real life. Matilda Pages keeps
running into her favorite storybook characters, literally.
When she discovers she can actually go into the stories,
she must learn to manage her new ability before the
adventures in the books become too real. This debut was
impossible to put down, and left me wondering which of my
favorite classics I would wander into if I could. Anna

Penny and Her Sled by Kevin Henkes, Greenwillow Books, $14.99
Waiting is hard. Penny, a sweet, creative mouse, learns this
lesson when she gets a new sled and has to wait for the snow
to fall. Day after day, she looks out her window and wishes
for the surrounding hills to turn white, but will the snow ever
come? Penny can’t control the weather, but she can use her
imagination and transform her sled into all sorts of wonderful
things. This is the fourth in a series that will appeal to fans of
Frog and Toad. Karlyn
Douglas by Randy Cecil, Candlewick, $19.99
Prepare yourself for an adventure story to rival any action
movie! Join Douglas, our daring hero, on her journey across
town to the movie theater she calls home. Watch as she leaps
through open windows. Gasp when she narrowly avoids a
swinging broom. Hold your breath while she swings perilously
from a clothesline. Douglas will keep you on the edge of your
seat…and leave you wanting popcorn. Anna
Nina Soni, Former Best Friend by Kashmira Sheth,

illustrated by Jenn Kocsmiersky, Peachtree Publishing Company,
$15.95

Throughout the first-person narration of Nina Soni’s life,
snippets of her notebooks are interspersed: definitions, lists,
and drawings. These help burgeoning readers see that although
Nina might not think there’s much interesting happening in her
life, her mind contains multitudes, just like theirs! Linda

Cog by Greg van Eekhout, illustrated by Beatrice Blue,
HarperCollins, $16.99

Family! Corporate corruption! Talking trash cans! Cog
tackles all the tough topics in the life of a young cyborg
whose cognitive development is thrown for a loop when an
accident lands him back at the plant where he was made.
There he realizes that he doesn’t want to be a pawn of
the sinister company that created him and that he has
a special knack for granting other robots free will, which
could change everything. Linda
Malamander by Thomas Taylor, illustrated by Tom Booth,
Walker Books US, $16.99

Herbert Lemon is the Lost-and-Founder for the Grand
Nautilus Hotel, which means he is in charge of reuniting
lost items with their owners. But when a girl comes into
his office trying to find her lost parents, Herbie isn’t sure
that’s in his job description. And he’s definitely sure
tracking down a local legend called the Malamander
isn’t. In the town of Eerie-on-Sea, heroes (and legends)
come in all shapes and sizes, and Malamander will
have you wondering which is which. Anna

intermediate

Roll with It by Jamie Sumner,

Atheneum Books for Young Readers, $17.99

Ellie knows she is so much more than a kid with
cerebral palsy stuck in a wheelchair, and she’s not
up for pity or patronizing treatment. She’s feisty and
yearning for independence. When a move to Oklahoma
has her starting a new school and making friends
for the first time in her life, she sees a way to make
her dreams come true. Ellie is a refreshingly spunky
character who will inspire all readers. Stacy
Lalani of the Distant Sea by Erin Entrada Kelly,
Greenwillow Books, $16.99

In this gorgeous story about courage, empathy, and
community, life on Sanlagita Island has always been
tough, and there have always been stories of a different
island, far across the sea, where life is easier. For Lalani,
living with her mean stepfather is hard, but she also
believes that it can get better. When her mother gets
sick, Lalani takes fate into her own hands and sets off in
search of a cure and of hope. Paige
Dear Sweet Pea by Julie Murphy, Balzar + Bray, $16.99
Sweet Pea has a lot on her plate: a former best friend
turned bully, a growing distance with her current BFF,
the recent divorce of her parents, and helping out her
reclusive and eccentric advice columnist neighbor.
Navigating middle school isn’t easy and Sweet Pea
isn’t perfect, but she also has confidence, tenacity, and
a desire to fix things. Readers will alternately laugh,
cringe, and find her utterly relatable. Stacy
The Light in the Lake by Sarah R. Baughman,
Little, Brown Books for Young Readers, $16.99

Addie’s family has always loved Maple Lake, where
they swim, boat, and fish every summer. Its crystal-blue
water inspired her love of science. But when her brother
drowns one icy spring, Addie wonders if it’s possible to
love a place that took half her heart. Still grieving, she
decides to spend the summer as a Young Scientist along
its shore. So begins a summer of healing, friendship,
and curiosity, as she learns about water pollution and
stewardship, and sets out to unlock the secrets of the
Maple Lake. Paige

advanced

Frankly in Love by David Yoon,

G.P. Putnam’s Sons Books for Young Readers, $18.99

Frank Li has a problem––he’s falling in
love with a white girl. But he knows his firstgeneration Korean-American parents won’t
approve. So Frank and his friend Joy devise
a plan to pretend to date each other. Beyond
the romance, this story explores all forms of
love through the lens of race and identity in
America. Yoon’s writing is sharp, and Frank is
a humorously nerdy narrator. This book had
me laughing aloud until it moved me to tears.
Kara
Juliet Takes a Breath by Gabby Rivera,
Dial Books, $17.99

Juliet Milagros Palante has just come out to
her family in the Bronx, and now she’s off to
intern for a hippy white feminist in Portland for
the summer. As she worries about her family’s
reaction and figures out who she is and how
she fits in the world, she is at turns boosted
up and let down by well-meaning people,
ultimately finding her own voice and the
courage to speak up. I want everyone to read
this book. Drew

It’s a Whole Spiel: Love, Latkes, and Other Jewish Stories
edited by Katherine Locke and Laura Silverman,
forward by Mayim Bialik, Knopf Books for Young Readers,
$17.99

Ranging from hilarious to heartrending, these
twelve stories by notable Jewish writers of young
adult fiction feature characters who fall in love for
the first time, venture across the globe, grapple
with sexuality and mental health, and blunder
through the social minefields of adolescence—all
while building unique relationships to their Jewish
identities. Teen readers of all backgrounds will
relate to these tales of young people finding
bravery and belonging in unexpected places.
Leigh

advanced

adult

The Fountains of Silence

Full Throttle: Stories by Joe Hill,

Set in 1957 Madrid, this haunting novel
centers around Daniel, a young American
visiting Fascist-ruled Spain. His life soon
intertwines with the lives and stories of other
young locals and visiting expats. Through
these new relationships, Daniel discovers the
oppression and fear that grip this country,
and must navigate his feelings and actions
carefully. An engrossing, intricate story that
sheds further light upon a lesser-known part of
history. Stacy

Joe Hill has written everything from novels to
comic books, but he really hit the nail on the head
with this collection of short stories. Ranging from
supernatural to horror, each story is exquisitely
crafted to be wholly different from the last. Some
are shocking, some sad, and some sent shivers
down my spine. This collection would be perfect
for that person on your list who doesn’t mind
getting a little spooked. Anna

by Ruta Sepetys, Philomel Books, $18.99

William Morrow, $27.99

Movies (and Other Things) by Shea Serrano,
illustrated by Arturo Torres, Twelve, $25.00

This Time Will Be Different

by Misa Sugiura, HarperTeen, $17.99

Usually when I get into bed with a book I’m
asleep on the page in less than a chapter.
But this book kept me up all night to finish
it, and I’ve come to the conclusion that it
has the perfect balance for a YA book: it
simultaneously fulfills the desire for a trope-y
romance/coming of age narrative and subverts
those tropes with the realities of family, history,
and other societal pressures teens face.
Linda

Do you have an uncle/cousin/friend who
you simply CANNOT shop for because they
like movies but no one watches DVDs in
2019? This is the book for you! Find out
the answers to questions you never knew
you had in a set of illustrated essays for
the ages. This book would be rated R for
language and H for hilarious. “We do great
with the ‘don’t normally read books’ crowd.”
-Shea Serrano Linda
Mitz: The Marmoset of Bloomsbury
by Sigrid Nunez, Soft Skull Press, $15.95

Butterfly Yellow by Thanhha Lai,
HarperCollins, $17.99

A refugee story. A cowboy story. A family
story. A love story. Butterfly Yellow is all
of these, connected through the power of
language. When Hang and LeeRoy cross
paths in Amarillo, Texas, they have nothing in
common and can barely communicate. But
after a summer together spent talking, arguing,
writing, ignoring, and listening, a bond grows
from their fierce determination to understand
and be understood. This transformative story is
unforgettable. Katie

In the early 1930s, Leonard and Virginia
Woolf were the reluctant caretakers of a
marmoset named Mitz. This book, culled from
diaries, biographies, and autobiographies, gives
us a snapshot of a truly likable couple who
maintain rigorous writing/editing schedules, but
also makes room for the niceties of Sussex,
England. This is the minutiae of the worst pet
in the world (Mitz), and her fierce attachment
to Leonard. Virginia’s acerbic asides are
hilarious, weirdly intimate, and endearing.
This fascinating bio-pic of these larger-thanlife authors and their relationships with the
animals in their lives will leave you feeling like
you’ve met true friends. Collette

our planet

gift

Precious Planet: A User’s Manual for Curious Earthlings

The Boy, the Mole, the Fox and the Horse

In an engaging metaphor, this book compares the physical
creation and makeup of planet Earth to the construction
and care of a single home, and clearly illuminates the
many ways Earth and its inhabitants are interdependent.
Though honest about the ongoing dangers our planet faces,
the book remains positive, and provides realistic suggestions for modern
environmentalists who want to make changes in their daily lives. Katie

I felt something catch in my throat. My eyes welled
with tears, and I knew this would be a book for my
grandson. For those aged 1-99, it is an offering of hope
so elusive in present times. “‘What do you want to be
when you grow up?’ ‘Kind,’ said the boy.” Fans of Winnie
the Pooh will love the brilliance of the seemingly simple
text brimming with profundity. Sweet, but not too sweet.
Perfect. Like cake. Carmelle

by Sarah Tavernier and Emmanuelle Figueras,
illustrated by Alexandre Verhille, Little Gestalten, $24.95

The Incredible yet True Adventures of Alexander
von Humboldt: The Greatest Inventor-NaturalistScientist-Explorer Who Ever Lived by Volker Mehnert,
illustrated by Claudia Lieb, The Experiment, $17.95

Journey from the streets of Berlin to the high peaks of
the Andes, from the dense jungles of the Amazon to the
frigid steppes of Siberia with Alexander von Humboldt,
the 18th-century scientist who radically changed the way
we view nature. This biography brings his story to life with
vivid illustrations, maps, and diagrams of his travels and scientific discoveries.
Perfect for anyone with a curious mind or an adventurous spirit. Claire
Ancient Wonders by Iris Volant, illustrated by Avalon Nuovo, Flying Eye Books, $19.95
Rich illustrations and accessible text transport us back to
when the Seven Ancient Wonders of the World were new.
Learn all about the cultures, technologies, and people that
created the architectural feats of the ancient Mediterranean
world. In addition to exploring the official Seven Wonders,
this book reveals other equally impressive structures being
constructed in other parts of the globe at this time in history.
Claire
My Mighty Journey: A Waterfall’s Story by John Coy,

illustrated by Gaylord Schanilec, Minnesota Historical Society Press, $18.95

This breathtaking book of art tells the 12,000-year story
of the only natural waterfall on the Mississippi River, as it
moves fifteen miles upstream from present-day Saint Paul
to Minneapolis. This powerhouse of collaborators takes
the refreshing long view on this local landmark—the land,
original inhabitants, and our connection to them. History
told from the point of view of the falls reverberates across
magnificent letterpress images crafted with natural material
gathered along the riverbanks. A tour de force.
Jesse

local author & illustrator

by Charlie Mackesy, HarperOne, $22.99

The Seventh Voyage: Star Diaries

by Stanislaw Lem, translated by Michael Kandel,
illustrated by Jon J. Muth, Graphix, $19.99

What would you do if you were stuck alone on a
spaceship? Astronaut Ijon Tichy’s solo space mission
goes awry when he gets caught in an interstellar time
loop. If that wasn’t strange enough, future and past
versions of himself keep popping up. Now Ijon must put
all his minds together to escape. Brought to new life with
mesmerizing watercolors, this graphic novel rendition of
Stanislaw Lem’s absurd short story is sure to delight established science fiction
nerds and emerging enthusiasts alike. Claire
Look Hamlet by Barbro Lindgren, translated by Rachel Willson-Broyles,
illustrated by Anna Höglund, Restless Books, $17.99

What would you get if you took Hamlet and boiled it
down to the absolute minimum amount of text necessary
to convey the story? And you cast the main character as
a gloomy bunny holding a handbag? This darkly hilarious
gem of a book concisely tells the story of Shakespeare’s
tragic Danish prince with just a handful of words to
accompany its morose, Edward Gorey-esque illustrations.
Pithy. Brief. Excellent. Alec
The Little Book of Lost Words: Collywobbles,
Snollygosters, and 86 Other Surprisingly Useful Terms
Worth Resurrecting by Joe Gillard, Ten Speed Press, $14.99
Calling all logophiles and wordsmiths: this is the book for
you. This compact collection presents words from days of
yore accompanied by sumptuous Renaissance/Neoclassic
art and quippy examples of how each word can be used in
a modern context. Lost Words can serve as a guide to spice
up your causerie (informal chat), or be enjoyed as a quick
read while you latibulate (hide in a corner) in your favorite
snuggery (cozy place) with your grimalkin (cat). Claire

How to Raise a Reader

hours: m 10-5 / t-f 10-8 / sa 10-5 / su 12-5

wildrumpusbooks.com

by Pamela Paul and Maria Russo,
illustrated by Dan Yaccarino, Lisk Feng,
Vera Brosgol and Monica Garwood,
Workman Publishing Company, $19.95

Bookish families, rejoice! From two
New York Times Book Review editors
comes a dynamic, easily digestible
guide to fostering children’s love of
reading. The authors organize their
practical (literary party favors!) and
often myth-busting (yes, comics count!) advice into short
sections that busy parents can breeze through during fleeting
free moments. They also provide up-to-date, diverse lists of
recommended books organized not only into reading levels,
but also into topics such as “Books That Make Us Laugh”
and “Kindness and Empathy.” Full-color illustrations make
this an attractive as well as a useful gift for your favorite
family of readers. Leigh
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