


Cat’s First Baby by Natalie Nelson, Quirk Books, $9.99

   Every morning we open our store and we often 
wonder: what goes on inside our little critter friends’ 
minds? Well, in Nelson’s newest board book we 
learn what Cat’s first impression of the newest family 
member, Baby, is. With a hint of sassiness turning 
into lots of love, this delightful new board book is full 
of charm. A perfect gift for first-time parents!   Jess

Dear Wild Things, 

Happy summer! It is the season for growing: flowers are 
blooming, the trees have leafed out in green, vegetable 
patches are taking off, and our “to-be-read” piles have 
reached new heights! We hope that our second annual 
summer buyer’s guide will plant some seeds of inspiration 
for your summer reading.

Here you will find books that celebrate moments of 
wonder and books to help us endure difficult times; books 
to inspire change, give strength, and show us how to build 
a better world; and books that celebrate the power of 
community, art, and good stories. 

This summer marks thirty years of Wild Rumpus: thirty 
years of friends old and new coming through the little 
purple door; thirty years of books going home in the arms 
of readers; thirty years of bookstore critters roaming the 
shelves; thirty years of dedication from our booksellers, 
managers, and owners; thirty years of community that 
took root in our Linden Hills neighborhood and grew far 
beyond.  

Thanks to all of you for tending this garden with us. We 
look forward to what the next years bring as we keep 
growing with good books and good friends. 

Happy Reading!  

 --The Rumpians, Summer 2022

Cover art by Claire Jussel

baby & toddler

Welcome to Your World 
by Smriti Prasadam-Halls, illustrated by Jaime Kim, 
Candlewick, $9.99

  This charming and tender welcome to the world 
for babies is depicted in the vibrant colors of warm 
sunsets and lush jungles and the soothing pastels of 
moonlit nights and Arctic auroras. Gentle repetition 
is paired with lilting rhymes as mothers–human and 
animal–introduce their children to the world around 
them.   Jenna

Next to You: A Book of Adorableness 
by Lori Haskins Houran, illustrated by Sydney Hanson, Albert Whitman & 

Company, $7.99

    Striking the perfect balance between silly 
and sweet, this book’s illustrations and text 
are both cheek-pinchingly cute. Lori Haskins 
Houran and Sydney Hanson throw out just 
about every adorable animal you can think of-
-but, dear reader, they’re nothing compared 
to you. Perfect for reading out loud, this book 
lets the little one you’re buying for know that 
nothing in the world can compete with them--
not even a baby giraffe.    Linda

Sunrise Dance & Moonlight Prance
by Serena Gingold Allen, 
illustrated by Teagan White, Chronicle Books, 
1$2.99 each

    These two companion books are just 
about the most beautiful flap books I’ve 
ever seen! Told in rhyme with sturdy flaps 
that reveal adorable woodland creatures 
frolicking on every page, these books are 
the perfect bedtime (or morning!) read for 
you and your little one.  Bo

Bumblebee Grumblebee by David Elliot, 
Gecko Press, $9.99

   Get ready for some fun and creative word 
play! David Elliot combines simple yet beautiful 
watercolor illustrations with short, silly text. Follow a 
menagerie of adorable animals through the pages 
of this board book. A great tool for teaching kids the 
names of animals such as “elephant,” “hamster,” 
“pelican,” and many more.   Anastasia 
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picturepicture

Marshmallow Clouds: Two Poets at Play 
Among Figures of Speech
by Ted Kooser & Connie Wanek, 
illustrated by Richard Jones, Candlewick, $19.99

   Playing with the four elements–fire, 
air, earth, and water–Kooser and Wanek 
compiled imaginative poems about the 
beauty in nature. Paired with Jones’ 
captivating illustrations that really bring this 
book to life, Marshmallow Clouds makes 
poems accessible to children while keeping 
the form intriguing to adult readers as well. 
     Jess
   

Let’s Do Everything and Nothing 
by Julia Kuo, Roaring Brook Press, $18.99

    An absolutely breathtaking ode to motherhood. 
Julia Kuo captures the beauty in the seemingly 
mundane aspects of parenting, highlighting 
those moments of peace where you couldn’t 
imagine anything better than raising one of your 
best friends. Brilliant prose will soothe you and 
dynamic illustrations will strike you in this radiant 
picture book. A must-have for every parent.   
     Beth

Take a Breath by Sujean Rim,
 Atheneum/Caitlyn Dlouhy Books, $17.99

    I immediately fell in love with this book 
when I read it the first time. Bob, a little 
bird who is learning to fly, teaches us a 
meaningful lesson about mindfulness and the 
importance of grounding yourself. Rim uses 
her unique illustration style and comedic 
dialogue to make this lesson accessible to 
kids. It is a must-read and a valuable book to 
have on your shelf.  Anna

I’d Like to Be the Window for a Wise Old Dog 
by Philip C. Stead, Doubleday Books for Young Readers, 
$18.99

  This is the kind of picture book that I want to give 
a big hug. At once joyful and wistful, this singsongy 
book takes time to wonder, “will I ever be the tumble 
of a bumblebee? Or the bumble of a whale?” and 
other such delightful nonsense. A dash of whimsy 
and a splash of color make this touching book a 
perfect read-aloud, to be enjoyed by all ages!      
     Claire

Sarah Rising by Ty Chapman, 
illustrated by Deann Wiley, Beaming Books, $18.99

    At the heart of Ty Chapman’s debut picture 
book is a scene that demonstrates what 
makes communities safe: strangers offering 
one another help and lifting each other up—
literally, in Sarah’s case, when she becomes 
separated from her father at a protest. This 
book is a great entry point for talking with kids 
about why we protest, offering a gentle way to 
approach a difficult subject. A discussion guide and additional resources are 
included at the end of the book to support grown ups. Timothy 

The Crab Ballet
by Renée M. LaTulippe, illustrated by Cécile Metzger, 
Cameron Kids, $17.99
   Welcome. Enter. And enjoy The Crab Ballet! 
Dancing crabs are the star of the show, but an 
entire menagerie of sea creatures join in on the 
fun. Use the intermission to brush up on your 
ballet lingo by taking a peek at the glossary in the 
back of the book. Ballet and ocean enthusiasts 
alike will enjoy the beautiful illustrations and fun 
rhyme scheme.     Anna 

Crocodile Hungry 
by Eija Sumner, 
illustrated by John Martz, Tundra Books, $18.99

    We’ve all been there: you are SO hungry, 
but there is nothing to eat! In Crocodile 
Hungry, Sumner has crafted a simple story 
about a very hungry croc who just wants to 
eat something yummy. Martz’s illustrations 
are cute and quirky, and they fit the story 
perfectly. Just reading the book will make 
your tummy rumble, but not for flamingos. 
     Anna

local author
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picturepicture

Love in the Library by Maggie 
Tokuda-Hall, illustrated by Yas Imamura, 
Candlewick, $18.99

Based on the true story from Tokuda-
Hall’s own grandparents, Love in the 
Library is… well, miraculous. This story 
serves as a reminder of how important 
it is to have a constant if your life, 
especially when things are everything 
but. Make sure you have your tissues 
in hand because more than a few 
tears are sure to be shed.  Jess

A Perfect Spot by Isabelle Simler,
Eerdman’s Books for Young Readers, $18.99    
Your bug-loving child will delight in this simple 
story about a ladybug looking for the perfect 
spot to rest her wings. With juicy, vibrant 
colors and linework that make you feel like the 
illustrations are taking flight off the page, this is 
both a fun read and an informative reference to 
learn more about your child’s favorite creepy 
crawly critters!   Bo

The Comet 
by Joe Todd-Stanton, Flying Eye Books, $16.99

    Nyla knows home is where the trees 
grow tall and she and Dad make delicious 
feasts and count the stars. But everything 
changes when they move to the city. 
There are crowds everywhere, Dad is 
busy at work, and she can’t even see the 
stars. That is until the night the comet 
arrives…This vibrantly illustrated story 
shows us that with a little imagination and 
a whole lot of love, we can make home 
wherever we are.  Claire

Endlessly Ever After by Laurel Snyder, 
illustrated by Dan Santat, Chronicle Books, 
$18.99

 A Choose Your Own Adventure lover’s 
dream come true! A multifaceted interactive 
journey through hilariously fractured fairy 
tales, featuring characters such as Little 
Red Riding Hood and the Three Little Pigs. 
Clever storylines and engaging illustrations 
bring these adventures to life. If I had this 
book when I was a kid, it would have been 
in tatters due to overuse and begging 
everyone to read it with me. Which path 
will you take?   Beth 

Children of the Forest by Matt Myers, 
Neal Porter Books, $18.99
   Matt Myers’s illustrative and imaginative 
talents are shown at their finest in this 
wonderfully entertaining picture book. A big 
brother and little sister duo try to survive 
the perils of the wilderness (also known 
as their backyard!). A great book for new 
readers with a love of nature and a serious 
imagination!    Anastasia

Mushroom Rain by Laura K. Zimmermann, 
illustrated by Jamie Green, Sleeping Bear 
Press, $17.99

   You know how the rain scene in Bambi 
feels? Not only does this gem exude 
that dark, cozy forest energy, it’s quite 
environmentally factual. Mushrooms 
are SO cool! Take your time to admire 
the stunning illustrations while learning 
about the intricacies of fungi. Oh, and 
be sure to check out the tips in the back 
for your next foraging jaunt!    Beth    
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beginning readers 

The Flower Garden 
by Renée Kurilla, Amulet Books, $12.99
   When Anna and Tess start planting flowers for 
the bees, they didn’t expect to be shrunk down to 
gnome size and set on a zany adventure! Leap 
into a botanical bonanza as these two friends 
encounter blueberries, burrows, bumblebees, and 
more, all while learning how to be good friends. 
This Alice in Wonderland style beginner graphic 
novel is a perfect summery read.    Claire 

The Inflatables in Bad Air Day by Beth Garrod
 & Jess Hitchman, illustrated by Chris Danger, 
Scholastic, $6.99

    Get ready to dip your toes into this fun, adventurous 
beginner book with The Inflatables! Follow Cactus, 
Flamingo, Watermelon, Donut, and Lynn as they 
travel through the waterpark and help Flamingo reach 
his stardom! Filled with humor and puns, this book is 
sure to be a hit while lounging by the pool all summer 
long.   Jess

Cress Watercress
by Gregory Maguire, illustrated by David Litchfield, Candlewick, 
$19.99

   I have always loved a good animal story, and Cress 
Watercress did not disappoint. This is a tale about a rabbit, 
but also about growing up and about how we handle the 
changes life throws at us. All the characters are going through 
their own personal struggles, and Cress learns that there are 
different sides to everyone’s stories. And if that isn’t beautiful 
enough, Litchfield’s illustrations are true works of art.
    Anna

intermediate
The Last Mapmaker by Christina Soontornvat, 
Candlewick, $17.99

    Soontornvat’s worldbuilding is sensational. In this 
captivating sea adventure, Sai is eager to leave her 
past behind and start a new life when she stumbles into 
an apprenticeship with the local mapmaker. En route 
to uncharted territories rumored to possess dragons, 
she meets a myriad of characters, unearths compelling 
secrets, and realizes one’s past does not have to 
determine one’s future. For fans of Anne Ursu and Kelly 
Barnhill–you won’t be able to put this down.    Beth

Sir Ladybug by Corey R. Tabor, 
Balzer & Bray, $12.99

    Hark! A tale of bravery and friendship! The first 
book in Corey R. Tabor’s Sir Ladybug series is a 
silly twist on classic tales of knights and dragons, 
with insects and birds in those roles. Sir Ladybug 
defeats the “dragon” (a hangry chickadee) with 
an unexpected weapon, crafted inside a snail 
shell that’s bigger on the inside than it is on the 
outside. Tabor’s illustrations are lively, colorful, and 
expressive. You’ll laugh through this charming tale 
of derring-do!   Timothy

The Ice Cream Machine by Adam Rubin, 
illustrated by E. Hughes, Liniers, N. Miles, S. Miller, D. Salmieri, & 
C. Santoso, G. P. Putnam’s Sons, $17.99
    Adam Rubin presents a collection of six short stories–
every one of them about ice cream! This creative new 
intermediate-level book features aliens, medieval 
sorcerers, inventors, and so much more. Perfect for 
reading aloud and for introducing kids to longer chapter 
books. The coolest part about this unique book: Rubin 
invites you to write your own seventh story and mail it to 
him using the book jacket!    Anastasia 

Bug Scouts: Out in the Wild!
by Mike Lowery, Graphix, $7.99
   Join four bug friends for a hiking, scavenging 
adventure! With fun facts about bugs and nature, 
this graphic novel is sure to entertain your 
outdoorsy beginning reader. Mike Lowery brings 
silly and engaging dialogue to life with colorful 
illustrations. Follow the Bug Scouts as they collect 
plants and learn what you can and can’t eat in the 
forest. Watch out for the sneaky frog at the end!    
     Anastasia 

Zachary Ying and the Dragon Emperor
by Xiran Jay Zhao, Margaret K. McElderry Books, $17.99
   Ever been magically possessed through your AR 
gaming headset by the first emperor of China, who may-
or-may-not be a power-hungry tyrant? Unfortunately for 
Zachary Ying, not only has his mom’s soul been captured 
by demons, he’s also been tasked with helping the 
infamous Qin Shi Huang prevent spirits from escaping 
into the mortal realm. This action-packed adventure is 
a spellbinding blend of Chinese history, struggles of 
diasporic identity, lively banter, and wholly entertaining 
villains.    Jenna
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intermediate 

Aviva vs. the Dybbuk by Mari Lowe, 
Levine Querido Books, $17.99

   Aviva lives with her mother in a small apartment above 
the mikvah in their Orthodox Jewish community, both 
mourning the loss of Aviva’s father. Also living in the 
mikvah is a dybbuk, a trickster spirit that only Aviva 
can see. A series of anti-semetic attacks shakes their 
community, and a series of conflicts at school bring Aviva 
and her former best friend back in contact. But can they 
repair their friendship? Orthodox author Lowe weaves a 
universal story of finding friendship and belonging.       
       Timothy

Skandar and the Unicorn Thief
by A. F. Steadman, Simon & Schuster Books for Young 
Readers, $18.99

    Skandar leaves the Mainland to take his chance to 
be claimed by a hatchling unicorn and train his way 
with the “bonded” foal into the ranks of the Riders. But 
these unicorns are like nothing you’ve imagined and 
training with them is often a life or death experience. 
It will take everything Skandar can summon to 
learn from his instructors and his peers and protect 
the Mainland from an encroaching menace: “The 
Weaver” and all of the wild, unbonded unicorns who 
live in a perpetual state of immortal decay. Yikes. 
You smell them before you can even see them. Full 
of twists and turns, battles and frenemies, this is a 

unicorn tale like no other.  Don’t go looking for rainbow poop. There isn’t any.     
   Collette

graphic novels 

Realm of the Blue Mist
by Amy Kim Kibuishi, Graphix, $12.99

    With stunning artwork, manga vibes, and 
a hint of romance, Kibuishi has made her 
beloved webcomic into a fantastic middle 
grade debut. In search of answers to her 
father’s mysterious disappearance, Tabby 
stumbles into Rema, a fantastical realm 
with a colorful cast of characters, intriguing 
mythology, and some dangerous secrets. 
Already looking forward to the sequel!           
 Beth

Mapmakers and the Lost Magic
by Cameron Chittock, illustrated by Amanda Castillo 
Random House Graphic, $12.99

   Alidade has a way of getting lost, and a way of 
getting in trouble with the authorities! When she 
stumbles across a hidden map in the woods, and 
the magical creature who inhabits it, she realizes 
there is more to the history of her home than she 
ever knew, and it might be up to her to set things 
right. This first book in a new fantasy series 
is perfect for fans of Lightfall and Amulet.    
     Claire

Rabbit Chase by Elizabeth LaPensée, illustrated 
by KC Oster, Annick Press, $10.99

    Aimée is on an Indigenous Students 
Association field trip when they wander 
away from the group—and their homophobic 
bullies—and end up in a strange world, unable 
to get back home. The adventure that follows 
reinterprets Alice in Wonderland through 
Anishinaabe myths. Oster’s color palette 
is pastel bright in LaPensée’s version of 
Wonderland, contrasting with the more muted 
earth tones of our world.     Timothy

The Ogress and the Orphans 
by Kelly Barnhill, Algonquin Young Readers, $19.95
   Listen. This is a terrific story by a master storyteller. 
The Ogress and the Orphans is a fable about solidarity 
and warns against cultural fragmentation, featuring 
children who are—like most kids—smarter than the 
adults around them. The large cast of orphans offer 
a variety of likable characters who each bring unique 
strengths to the problem of convincing the grown ups 
around them that the villain among them isn’t who 
everyone thinks it is. One of the most anticipated books 
of 2022 among Rumpians, this book has absolutely 
lived up to our expectations and quickly become one of 
our favorites to put in the hands of readers of all ages.    

                                                                  Timothylocal author
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young adult

Medusa by Jessie Burton, 
illustrated by Olivia Lomenech Gill, 
Bloomsbury YA, $19.99

    In a cultural moment defined by 
conversations about bodily autonomy, Jessie 
Burton’s spare, meditative retelling of the myth 
of Medusa and Perseus feels both ancient and 
urgently contemporary. Told in first-person from 
Medusa’s perspective, Burton’s adaptation 
introduces two teenagers attempting to shake 
their destinies and step out of the shadow of 
powerful gods. Olivia Lomenech Gill’s haunting 
illustrations make this a gorgeous vessel that 
holds a hard, but stunningly told story.  Timothy

I Kissed Shara Wheeler
by Casey McQuiston, Wednesday Books, $19.99

    For fans of Paper Towns, McQuiston’s first 
foray into YA is an absolutely engrossing and 
thrilling read. Shara Wheeler is missing and 
Chloe Green is out to find her, following her 
mysterious trail of pink letters and desperate 
to prove there’s more to Shara than meets the 
eye. An arresting portrayal of the blended line 
between repression, obsession, and queer 
yearning, all framed within the experience 
of being queer in a religious, Southern 
environment.    Jenna

Lakelore by Anna-Marie McLemore, 
Feiwel & Friends, $18.99

   Bastián and Lore met when they were 
younger — before Lore knew their name, 
before Bastián knew how to calm their spiraling 
thoughts. Years later, their experience together 
in the magical world beneath the lake comes 
back—as do the memories each of them have 
tried to bury. They learn to manage Bastián’s 
ADHD and Lore’s dyslexia, give one another 
“gender forecasts,” and try to keep the lake 
from rising. Come for the nonbinary romance, 
stay for the beautifully supportive, accepting 
families.   Timothy

young adult

In Every Generation by Kendare Blake
Disney-Hyperion, $18.99

   Buffy-heads, rejoice! This fanfiction-y spinoff 
takes us back to Sunnydale, where the next 
generation’s Slayer has been born: Frankie 
Rosenberg, daughter of powerful witch Willow 
and the world’s very first Slayer-Witch. With the 
help of Scooby Gang members old and new, it’s 
Frankie’s turn to take up the mantle. This book is 
great for both newbies or fans of the show! With 
quippy dialogue and plenty of vamp slaying, this 
is a delightfully nostalgic read.    Bo

The Lesbiana’s Guide to Catholic School by 
Sonora Reyes, Balzer & Bray, $18.99

    If you’ve ever experienced Catholic guilt 
or gay panic–especially a combination of the 
two–then you won’t want to miss this book! 
Yami’s mission to survive Catholic school while 
looking out for her brother and making her mom 
proud is a searing story about the (repeated) 
process of coming out, familial bonds, and most 
importantly: love in all its forms.    Jenna

Squire by Nadia Shammas, illustrated by Sara 
Alfageeh, Quill Tree Books, $14.99
    Squire has everything I love in a fantasy 
graphic novel: stunning illustration, page-
turning action, compelling characters, and a 
richly built world. Determined to make a better 
life, Aiza joins the ranks of the Empire to 
become a knight. But when her Ornu heritage 
comes into conflict with the aims of the ever-
expanding Empire, Aiza must come to terms 
with what it means to find her place. One of 
my favorite reads of the year so far!     Claire

YA graphic novel
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gift

Ain’t Burned All the Bright by Jason Reynolds, 
illustrated by Jason Griffin, Atheneum/Caitlyn Dlouhy 
Books, $19.99
    Reynolds and Griffin have collaborated and 
made art. This book embodies the past three 
years in all its pain and beauty. A breath of 
fresh air. A reminder of what our world has 
been through and how important it is to take 
care of one another. The stunning illustrations 
complement the words in an indescribable 
way. After this read, don’t forget to take a 
deep breath–in through the nose and out 
through the mouth.          Jess

Epic Adventures: Explore the World in 
12 Amazing Train Journeys
by Sam Sedgman, illustrated by Sam Brewster, 
Kingfisher, $19.99

    ALL ABOARD! It’s time to go on an 
adventure around the world! Buckle up 
as Sedgman and Brewster take us on 
12 different train journeys from Africa to 
Canada and everywhere in between! With 
fun facts sprinkled through every page, 
this book will make you want to pack your 
bags and go explore!      Jess

Book of Questions 
by Pablo Neruda, translated by Sara Lissa Paulson, 
illustrated by Paloma Valdivia, Enchanted Lion Books, 
$22.95

    Holy moly is this book astonishing. Nothing 
I write can do it justice: from Paloma Valdiva’s 
incredible illustrations, to the fold-out pages 
and see-through jacket. The thought-provoking, 
unanswerable questions of Nobel-laureate 
Pablo Neruda are presented in both the original 
Spanish and English, translated by Sara 
Lissa Paulson. This edition presents 70 of 
Neruda’s beguiling questions that reframe the 
world, drawing out what is awe-inspiring and 
mysterious in our lives. “Does the earth chirp 
like a cricket / in the symphony of the skies?”     
     Timothy

Book Lovers by Emily Henry, Berkley, $17.00

  It’s a yearly occurrence for Henry to capture my heart 
with her books–and Book Lovers certainly did. From both 
the nods to–and subversions of–movie tropes, to the 
references to the literary world that backdrop Charlie and 
Nora’s slow unraveling of each other, I was as head over 
heels for them as they were for each other. A tender love 
story full of all the banter you could wish for, paired with 
the joy found in cherishing your partner’s dreams.   Jenna

adult
When Women Were Dragons by Kelly Barnhill, 
Doubleday, $28.00

    Set in the ‘50s, When Women Were Dragons is a story 
about misogyny and, most of all, how keeping quiet about 
it won’t change anything. During the Mass Dragoning of 
1955, tons of women just up and left their jobs, families, 
and lives when they -poof- turned into dragons. Barnhill 
has crafted an extremely powerful story about rising up 
and speaking out, which could not be more timely.       
  Anna

The Hurting Kind by Ada Limón, 
Milkweed Editions, $22.00

   Ada Limón’s poetry is some of my favorite to 
recommend to long-time poetry lovers and new poetry 
readers alike. Her newest collection is no exception. 
Reckoning with living in a world where suffering and joy, 
beauty and loss are all held together in the palm of the 
same hand, The Hurting Kind, is the kind of book that 
found me right when I needed it most. I hope it meets you 
wherever you are too.   Claire

Trust by Hernan Diaz, Riverhead Books, $28.00

    Hernan Diaz’s fantastic second novel opens with a 
novel-within-a-novel—Bonds by the fictional author Harold 
Vanner—about a reclusive millionaire and his wife. The 
following sections refract, reflect, reframe, and undermine 
that novel and one another, as we learn about the people 
and events that inspired Vanner. Trust is a kaleidoscopic 
portrait of American wealth and the individuals who hoard 
it, full of unreliable narrators and mysteries that deepen 
even as they’re solved.  Timothy

local author
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Things to Look Forward To
by Sophie Blackall,
Chronicle, $22.95

    This is the post-pandemic anthem 
that I’ve been pining for! Not only 
does Sophie Blackall offer 52 “things 
to look forward to,” they’re each 
illustrated in her inimitable style. 
Having little literary self control, 
I plunged through all 52 in one 
sitting, promising to go back and 
award myself with one every week 
going forward! From “No.1: The Sun 
Coming Up” to “No. 52: Seizing the 

Day”, each page provides thoughtful commentaries on often unnoticed 
pleasures. This is the perfect gift for anyone forging onward in this 
world: intellectually, artistically, scholastically, chronologically (see 
“No.9: 11:11”). Utterly charming and uplifting!   Collette
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